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fytuted to. jJe*Uui
Betrothed to Thee; 0 blessed Lord,
What honor and what bliss!
United to the King of kings;
Can mortal hope for this?
And yet it "is Thine own dear Word,
Thine own abounding grace
Which calls me to such heights Divine,
To this most Heavenly place.
But now I hear a tender voice
Which bids me look and see
The strange new path Christ leads His own
Ere they His bride can be.
"The wilderness," His chosen place,
In which to gain her heart,
A separated, lonely wild,
From human loves apart.
For only here His beauty rare
Shall fall upon her sight,
When far removed from worldly charms
And earth's false, glaring light.
And where the sounds of sin and care
No longer greet her ears,
There in the solitude with Him
The "still small voice" she hears.
He draws her by the cords of love
He pleads His Cross and death;
There waits for her a sweet, new life,
If she will tread His path.
"In righteousness, I will betroth,"
She answers, "I will go
With this dear Lover of my soul
The path His love may show."
But listen still: "In judgment
strange
I bind thee to My side,
For naught of self can e'er remain
In one who is My Bride.
Wilt.thou accept the way of thorns

Jh4,.2:W,f9,20
And bear the chastening rod,
That thus My holiness within
Shall fit thee for thy God?"
"Or wilt thou also go away
As some, who yield to fears?"
"I choose Thy judgments, if need be"
She answers through her tears.
"Then come with Me, beloved one,
And let 'no fears appall,
For loving-kindness
crowns thy brow
And tender mercies fall."
"Look up through sorrow's blinding mist,
The sunshine from above
Shall make a rainbow of thy tears
And gild thy soul with love."
"In faithfulness I thee betroth
And pledge My own true Word,
For I will ne'er forsake nor leave,
And thou shalt know the Lord."
Blest knowledge, worthy any cost!
I give up all to gain
This precious place with my dear Lord,
And with Him I shall reign.
—Triumphs of Faith.
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E V A N G E L I C A L

Relief and Service News
Sponsored

by Relief

Relief N o t e s
S h i p m e n t s to E u r o p e
A five-ton s h i p m e n t of clothing w a s s e n t
d u r i n g t h e p a s t week from t h e M.C.C. Can a d i a n Office a t K i t c h e n e r t o E n g l a n d w h e r e
i t will be consigned t o t h e Continent, likely
Holland. In t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s twelve t o n s
of clothing for P r a n c e a n d seventeen t o n s
for Holland a r e w a i t i n g for s h i p m e n t a s
soon a s space is alloted. Also w a i t i n g t o
be s e n t a r e two t o n s of soap for F r a n c e ,
two t o n s for Holland, and 3,400 p a i r s of
shoes f o r . H o l l a n d .
Active I n t e r e s t in W h e a t and F l o u r for
Relief
T h e inquiries indicating i n t e r e s t in cont r i b u t i n g w h e a t a n d flour for relief h a v e
been i n c r e a s i n g . To d a t e t h e r e a r e in p r o s pect for e a r l y shipment a p p r o x i m a t e l y fifteen carloads. Most of t h i s is flour since
flour is p r e f e r r e d t o whole w h e a t because
of difficulties in h a v i n g w h e a t milled in
E u r o p e a t p r e s e n t . S h i p m e n t of flour is
being m a d e in 100 lb. cotton b a g s . Labels
for t h e s e b a g s a r e available upon r e q u e s t
from t h e A k r o n Office. E a c h b a g should be
labelled to identify t h e flour as a Mennonite
contribution t h u s f a c i l i t a t i n g t r a n s f e r . t o
our own d i s t r i b u t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s
in
Europe.
We h a v e received special consideration
from g o v e r n m e n t agencies for our relief
food contributions on t h e basis t h a t our
people produce w h a t t h e y contribute. This
factor -should be k e p t in mind in all p h a s e s
of our food p r o g r a m .
Meat P r o c e s s i n g Season is H e r e
A l t h o u g h canned f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s will
fill a v e r y useful place in t h e relief feeding
p r o g r a m , t h e h e a r t of t h e " F o o d f o r Relief" P r o g r a m is m e a t s a n d f a t s . T h e s e a r e
t h e m o s t .needed foods we can give. W i t h
t h e coming of cool w e a t h e r , m e a t processing for relief should receive a g r e a t deal
of a t t e n t i o n a m o n g o u r people.
Canada Wholeheartedly Supports Canning
Program
T h e call t o t h e C a n a d i a n churches for a n
active p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e c a n n i n g for relief p r o g r a m h a s been well received and t h e
s u p p o r t which m a n y churches a r e giving
is v e r y e n c o u r a g i n g . R e p o r t s a r e r e a c h i n g
t h e Canadian office from various p a r t s of
Canada, some e x p r e s s i n g r e g r e t t h a t due to
circumstances beyond t h e i r control t h e y can
n o t p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e p r o g r a m while o t h e r s
tell of as h i g h as a t h o u s a n d or m o r e q u a r t s
a l r e a d y canned and m o r e to be r e a d y l a t e r .
E v e n t h e scarcity of s u g a r h a s n o t disc o u r a g e d t h e efforts of some. One O n t a r i o
church collected enough s u g a r t o cook 500
q u a r t s of j a m . A second church r e p o r t s
t h e collection of 240 pounds for t h e first
n i g h t ' s c a n n i n g a n d t h a t t h e supply which
w a s used d u r i n g t h e first evening w a s replenished by t h e second evening.
W o r k e r s A r r i v e in F r a n c e
T h e five M.C.C. relief w o r k e r s — Elsie
Bechtel, M a r y Miller, Evelyn Egli, Beulah
Roth, and Ella Schmidt—who sailed from
N e w Y o r k S e p t e m b e r 14, h a v e a r r i v e d in
P r a n c e and w e r e in P a r i s by S e p t e m b e r 22,
according to a cable from t h e office in P a r i s .
T h e y proceeded a t once to Chalon-surSaone, a city a b o u t sixty miles n o r t h of

"

and Service

O c t o b e r 8, 1 9 4 5

V I S I T O R

Committee

Lyon, w h e r e t h e M.C.C. H e a d q u a r t e r s in
F r a n c e is n o w located.
Relief Conditions in I t a l y
T h e A k r o n office h a s been informed t h a t
t h e r e a r j now four M.C.C. relief w o r k e r s
serving in I t a l y in U N R R A ' s I t a l i a n Mission. T h e y a r e Delvin Kirchhofer, B e r t h a
F a s t , E s t h e r Detweiler, and Grace A u g s b u r g e r . A recent l e t t e r from B e r t h a F a s t
contains t h e following r e p o r t :
" A s f a r a s m o d e r n Rome a n d t h e r e s t
of I t a l y is concerned, I a m a g a i n convinced t h a t w a r b r i n g s w i t h it only suff e r i n g and accent on a w r o n g w a y of
business and living. T h e black m a r k e t
flourishes all over I t a l y ; prices a r e t e r r i bly high—$40 for an inferior p a i r of
shoes, $50 for a dress t h a t would cost
$15 a t home. T h e common, n e c e s s a r y article of t h r e a d is $1.50 a spool. Tooth 7
p a s t e and good soap can only be g o t t e n
on t h e black m a r k e t for about t h e same
price. W h o can a n s w e r t h e question a s
t o how the t h o u s a n d s of poor people m a n a g e to live ? I can't. I t is such a w e i g h t y
problem t h a t I t r y to dismiss i t from my
mind."
Relief Briefs
S. F . P a n n a b e c k e r and P . P . Baltzer a r e
scheduled t o leave C a l c u t t a for China duri n g t h e l a s t week in September.
O r i e Miller h a s been detained in E n g l a n d
due t o t h e e x t r e m e difficulty in securing
passage to the States.
C. F . K l a s s e n left London, S e p t e m b e r 19,
to i n v e s t i g a t e t h e situation of displaced
R u s s i a n Mennonites in British-Occupied
Germany.
R E L I E F & SERVICE COMMITTEE
Treasurer's quarterly report
for the quarter ending September 29, 1945
Balance on hand at June 30, 1945
$ 2,505.03
Receipts
Altoona Mission
38.65
Ashland-Richland Dist., Ohio
135.00
Bertie Dist: Clarence Center, N. T. ..
99.50
Brown Co. Dist: Kans
170.00
Buffalo Mission, N. T
15.70
California Dist: Upland Cong
700.00
Pasadena Cong
68.34
Canoe Creek Mission Dist., Pa
51.62
Center, Clinton & Tyc Dist:
Cedar Spring Cong
371.00
Colyer & Greengrove Congs
98.39
Chicago Mission
78.56
Clark Co. Dist:
Beulah Chapel Cong., Ohio
486.20
Cumberland Dist., Pa.:
Carlisle Cong
351.72
Mechanicsburg Cong
465.00
Cross Roads Cong
235.82
Pleasant Valley Cong
90.00
Dauphin-Lebanon Dist., Pa.:
Messiah Home Cong
405.15
Hummelstown Cong
71.68
Palmyra Cong
292.50
Pairland Cong
275.00
Dayton Dist., Ohio:
Dayton Mission Cong
114.00
Fairview Cong
376.00
Donegal Dist., Pa
1,477.77
Franklin Corners Mission Dist., Ill
44.00
Grantham Dist., Pa
358.01
Grant's Pass Mission Dist., Ore
11.68
Graterford Dist., Pa
144.99
Indiana Dist., Ind.
Locke Cong. (S, S. for WSR)
23.12
Madison Union Chapel, Cong
86.24
Iowa-So. Dak. Dist.:
Dallas Center Cong
218.00
Des Moines Cong
100.00
Knoxville Cong
20.00
Iron Springs Miss Dist., Pa
10.04
Juniata-Mifflin & Lykens Valley
Dist., Pa.: Free Grace Cong
247.00
Cedar Grove Cong
126.00
Granville Cong
256.95
Llewellyn Mission Dist., Pa
21.00
Manor-Pequea Dist., Pa
1,020.00
Miami Dist., Ohio: Highland Cong. ..
300.40
Pleasant Hill Cong
357.00

Michigan Dist.: Bethel Cong
254.00
Carland-Zion Cong
65.00
Mooretownship Center Cong
229.60
Gladwin Cong
15.22
Montgomery Dist., Pa
303.34
Morrison's Cove Dist., P&.:
Martinsburg Cong
184.25
Spring Grove Cong
65.00
Woodburg Cong
111.66
Mowersville-Greensprings Dist., Pa.:
Greensprings Cong
236.50
Mowersville Cong
228.33
New Guilford Dist., Pa
292.00
New Guilford Dist., Pa.:
D. V. B. S. for Spec. French WSA....
35.02
North Franklin Dist., Pa.:
Chambersburg Cong
342.12
Mt. Rock Cong
200.00
North Dickinson Dist., Kansas:
Abilene Cong
130.00,
Bethel Cong
50.00
Zion Cong
367.50
Oklahoma Dist., Okla.:
Red Star Cong
25.00
Red Star Cong. (Sunday School
for WSR)
240.00
Philadelphia Mission, Pa
30.00
Rapho Dist., Pa.
(Manheim D. V. B. S.)
125.00
Saxton Mission Dist
20.00
Souderton-Silverdale Dist., Pa
448.90
Souderton-Silverdale Dist., Pa.
D. V. B. S.)
103.31
South Dickinson Dist., Kans.:
Belle Springs Cong
200.00
Rosebank Cong
201.20
Stark Co. Dist., Ohio:
Valley Chapel Cong
85.00
Wayne Co. Dist.. Ohio:
Sippo Valley Cong
153.34
Total Receipts
$14,553.32
Total Balance and Receipts
$17,058.35
Disbursements
Mennonite Central Committee:
War Sufferers' Relief Fund
1,200.00
Civilian Public Service Camp Fund 10,252.00
Plus Dependency Fund
300.00
Dependency Allowances Paid
2,291.51
Pastoral Visitation costs paid
93.97
Travel for Committee Member
73.00
Stationary & Postage
67.77
Total Disbursements

$14,278.25

Balance on hand at September
29, 1945
2,780.10
Rehabilitation Fund Balance at September
29, 1945 is $285.00.
Montgomery Dist., Pa. reported contributions
of clothing and supplies sent to MCC amounting to $11.81.
.
• _
(s) J. H. Hoffman, Treas.
C. P . S. N O T E S
Demobilization of C.P.S. Men
A f t e r consultation of Selective Service
and t h e N a t i o n a l Service B o a r d for R e ligious Objectors w i t h C o n g r e s s m e n Winstead, Kilday, and S p a r k m a n , it w a s a g r e e d
t h a t Selective Service would proceed w i t h
a " s y s t e m a t i c r e l e a s e of conscientious objectors from C.P.S. c a m p s and u n i t s on a
basis of a g e , l e n g t h of service, dependency
and h a r d s h i p s . "
T h e first s t e p in t h i s s y s t e m of discharge
is being t a k e n by calling for t h e physical
examination, p r e p a r a t o r y to release, of all
assignees over t h i r t y - e i g h t a n d for m e n b e t w e e n thirty-five and t h i r t y - e i g h t who h a v e
had two y e a r s of service. A t t h e same t i m e
f u r t h e r lists of n a m e s a r e being processed
based on l e n g t h of service, dependency, a n d
hardship.
D e a t h s in C.P.S.
H e n r y E . N a c h t i g a l , C.P.S. assignee serving a t W e s t e r n S t a t e Hospital, S t a u n t o n ,
Virginia, died a t h i s home a t I n m a n ,
K a n s a s , S e p t e m b e r 1, a f t e r an extended illness r e s u l t i n g from a b r a i n t u m o r . H e w a s
a m e m b e r of t h e Hopeview General Conference Mennonite Church.
J o s e p h Kulp, a s s i g n e e a t t h e Camino,
California, C a m p , w a s killed S e p t e m b e r 19
in a t r u c k accident. Several other m e m b e r s
of t h e s a m e camp w e r e injured. J o s e p h w a s
at home at Nappanee, Indiana, and was a
m e m b e r of t h e S a l e m Mennonite Church.
These d e a t h s a r e t h e t w e n t y - f o u r t h a n d
twenty-fifth in C.P.S. a n d t h e t h i r t e e n t h
a n d f o u r t e e n t h i n Mennonite. c a m p s .
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We are living in a time when there are
not many Christians who dare stand for
their deepest convictions and highest
ideals. Because of the overwhelming pressure of public opinion the vast majority
are little by little relinquishing former
convictions about myriads of things. We
have finally arrived at the place where, to
the majority even of folks professing to
be born-again followers of Christ, almost
nothing matters.
If there ever was a time when there was
need for people with real conviction certainly that time is today. Members of
traditionally "plain" churches are fast becoming the most fashionable, extravagant
and immodest in their attire. "Holiness"
professing people sometimes prove to be
some of the most unholy when the facts
are known. Those who masquerade under
the semblance of greatest piety are ever
and anon found to be most irreverent in
other circumstances. Those professing
greatest degrees of spirituality may be
most materialistic in their attitudes.
And so we could add to the enumeration
almost indefinitely. A strong conviction
is of very little value unless carried out
consistently. "Oh consistency! Thou art a
jewel." There are those who would not
think of changing the mode of dress one
iota from the practise of the forefathers,
but do not hesitate to spend extravagant
amounts in keeping up-to-the-minute in
other things.
And even more unfortunate than these
evidences of inconsistency, is the tendency
of many people to hold tenaciously to certain principles ta>ught in the Word of God,
while ignoring or trying to explain away
other truths just as clearly revealed therein. Some of the subterfuges attempted to
get around the evident intent of God's
revelation would be humorous if it were
not so serious for souls to trifle with truth.
It is utterly impossible for us to insist
on the Divine inspiration of one portion
of the Word while setting at naught another part which may not be to our liking. The Bible is a consistent and progressive revelation of the mind and will of
God to those who approach its truths reverently and sincerely.
You have also known persons with so
little character that they could be very
strong in upholding a certain principle

323

The Sin of Untruth

Conviction, Consistency,
Charity
OST people are prone to either one extreme or another. It is so very easy
to go off on a tangent and still easier to
get off the middle of the road. And while
such departures from true center do not
always result in disaster yet they do prevent the most effective application of
energy and the most efficient progress toward the goal.

(3)
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as long as they were in a sympathetic
crowd. But when they find themselves among those who do not adhere to the same
beliefs, they change color like a chameleon. The influence of such people is next
to nothing. And I wonder what answer
they will give when they are called to give
a final account of their stewardship. What
the desperate dilemma of this old world
needs is a consistency of conviction that
will stand unswervingly for all the truth
all the time.
But deep conviction consistently adhered
to mav still lack the vital element of real
Christian attitude. It must be infused with
a spirit of charity. Intolerance and bigotry are almost insurmountable barriers
to winning others. The spirit of forbearance is the spirit manifested by our Lord.
(Cf. Eph. 4 : 2 ; Col. 3:13; Gal. 6:1-2) We
need more of the compassion of Christ to
redeem men from their follies and failures,
rather than to censoriously condemn them,
thus making the way of their restoration
more difficult.
Humanity in its frality is so stronglyinclined to go either to one extreme or the
other. We seem to assume that to have
strength of conviction and to maintain it
consistently is to make impossible the exercise of charity. Or conversely, we act
as though forbearance and forgiveness exclude strong and steadfast convictions. But
these opinions are from the frailty of the
flesh. Conviction can be unwavering and
yet kind. And true charity is characterized
by the most steadfast conviction.
Only as we approach a balance between
these seemingly paradoxical principles can
we be truly effective and influential in the
work of the Kingdom. Those who emphasize one to the exclusion of the other
forfeit their maximum usefulness in the
plan of God. May God help us to develop
conviction like Daniel and his three Hebrew companions, like Paul and Silas, and
like the myriads of martyrs of all ages;
but at the same time to develop a depth
of Christ-like compassion that can help
lift the erring to the solid footing of faith
rather than shoving them farther down.
God grant us unflinching conviction that
is unwaveringly consistent and unstintingly diffused with charity!

g. w 9f.
Sensible people can l6ok over our misstakes and blunders, and still believe we
are pure in heart; but they expect our lives
to be clean, our dealings straight, and our
words honest.

A teacher was earnestly endeavoring to
show a class of adults how to do a certain thing. He was not a resident of the
town in which he was teaching. In an attempt to prove that the thing he was presenting really could be done, he told of
how it had actually been done by a person
in a distant town. Then he added, "I did
not see the project, but this lady told me
about it herself and said that it worked
well." To his amazement the members of
his class laughed. Later the teacher found
•that the person whom he had quoted was
a native of the town in which he was teaching. As a girl she had been untruthful.
None of her girlhood friends believed that
she had done the work of which the teacher told. After all these years she was still
being punished for her girlhood sin.
It was a wise person who said, "The
only reward a liar gets is that he is not
believed when he tells the truth."
—The Program
Builder.

With tf-aimei £cktaid
No human being, either with tongue or
pen or brush, is able to picture the consternation, the fear, the remorse and regret of those who have had the opportunity of hearing the Gospel message, have
lived under the influence of Godly parentage and have had every inducement to
encourage them in the way of righteousness, and yet have neglected to turn to
God in sincere repentance and accept the
Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour,
when the Church, the bride and body of
Christ and born-again believers who have
made their robes white in the Blood of the
Lamb, will have been raptured and they
who have neglected their personal salvation are left on earth. It is furthermore
true that words are inadequate to express
the horror of that day for those who are
only nominal Christians and have failed
to really let God have His way in their
lives. They have been interested in and
have talked about their business and have
been much concerned about all worldly
matters, but have been ashamed to take
their stand with the followers of Jesus
Christ. They have been ashamed to own
His Cross and to endure His suffering
and now that they are left behind, an unutterable horror and anxiety fills their
hearts.
Reader, if you do not at this present moment enjoy the fullness of God's blessing
upon your life, will you not turn to Him
and ask His forgiveness, trusting the merits
of Christ's sacrifice in your behalf? Believe what the Scripture says, except you
live unto God, turn from all idolatry and
sin, you will die eternally; for He that
will come, shall come and not tarry.
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SANCTIFICATION
Lafayette Shoalts
HERE are a number of words in the Bible which mean so much to the child
of God. We mention only a few. Above
all others is "Jesus." The old poet says,

T

"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds
And drives away his fears.
"It makes the wounded spirit whole
And calms the troubled breast
'Tis manna to the hungry soul
And to the weary rest."
Then the word "saved" or "Salvation"
is most precious. "And it shall come to
pass that whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be delivered" (Joel
2:32) A parallel text is Acts 2:21 and
also Romans 10:13. "For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved". The word saved means delivered.
"Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness and hath translated us into
the kingdom of His dear son". (Col. 1:13)
The word "Salvation" is a strong term.
It includes our conversion, our present
keeping, as well as our glorification. "For
now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed". (Rom. 13:11)
The word "Justified" is one of a number
of words refering to the "new birth". The
several terms a r e : justified, quickened,
redeemed, regenerated, born again and a
new creature.
The word "sanctification" is such a precious word. We have often wondered why
some are so afraid to use it. We have
heard some say, "I never ventured to
claim it in my testimony". No doubt Satan makes some folks believe that to claim
that experience we should be angelic, with
out a fault.. The writer once said to a
brother minister, "Sanctification does not
make us allwise or beyond the possibility
of sinning." The answer was, "What does
it do t h e m ? " We reply, "It delivers from
all carnality, gives us a clean heart and
perfect love." One has said when we are
"Justified" we are taken out of the world.
When we are "Sanctified" the world is
taken out of us.
"To the world no more my heart is turning
Since the Lord sanctified me
For on me His spirit fell with burning
When the Lord sanctified me"
One holiness writer has said we should
use the word "Sanctified" till it goes perfectly easy. These other terms would do
such as, "I am enjoying the life more
abundant", "The Lord gave me a clean
heart", "I'm living in Canaan now" and
A

"He gave me the baptism of the Holy
Ghost'. Some are so afraid to be definite.
They will say, " I praise God for His saving and sanctifying power". That is very
well but it is still more definite to say,
"The Lord sanctified me". "They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their testimony". (Rev. 12:11)
Let us look at the meaning of this n.
cious word first from Webster's Dictionary.
"The act of God's grace whereby the affections of men are purified and exalte!
to a supreme love of God". The writer appreciates the definition given by Cruden's
Concordance. Not a revised one but the

No More on Grumble Street
Alfred

S. Rotz

Once I lived on grumble street
In the town of vain conceit
In a land where loathsome garlic grew.
There I lived in slavery
Bound in sin and misery,
Lashed and scourged by Satan's angry
crew.
"0 who shall deliver me"
Was my daily, hourly plea,
For the things I hated that Vd do.
In my heart I longed to be
In a land of liberty
In a place called Holy Avenue.
I was told that it was grand
To be up in Canaan land
Where the saints could live a holy
But I thot it was a fad
And it always made me mad
When they talked of freedom from
strife.

old one. We quote a few of his statements.
"To make persons holy who were impure
arfd defiled before". "To separate and set
apart from a common to holy use". "Justification is the absolution of a sinner from
the guilt of sin and death". "Whereas
sanctification is the renovation of nature,
the alteration of qualities from evil to
good". "Justification consists in remission
of sins through the imputation of Christ's
righteousness". "Sanctification is the renovation of nature by the Holy Spirit".
"Justification is in nature before sanctification for God only sanctifies those who are
justified".
TIow is sanctification obtained? First
there is the consciousness of a need which
we know the Holy Spirit will reveal to
all true converts as they walk in the light.
There follows then an intense desire to
obtain the coveted grace. Then there must
be appropriating faith on the seeker's part.
The seeker's part is to consecrate and yield
wholly to God. Then God's part is to
cleanse and empower with the Holy Spirit. God has provided three great agencies
to justify and sanctify u s : the word, .the
Holy Spirit and the Blood. All these are
spoken of as sanctifiers. See Eph. 5:26;
John 17:17; Acts 15:9; Romans 15:16;
Hebrews 9:13, 14.
(To be continued)

The Greatest Thing in the W o r l d
"And now abideth faith, hope, love,
these three: but the greatest of these is
love." I Cor. 13:13.

life.

all

But they told me it was real
And I couldn't help but feel
There was something to it after all.
Then my heart began to pray
For a brighter, better day
In a land where milk and honey flowed.
Then the Spirit let me out
From the house of sin and doubt,
Cleansed my heart and gave me joy divine.
Now I'm happy and resigned
For I've left the world behind,
Living on the honey and the wine.
No more down on Grumble Street
I have vict'ry now complete,
For by grace, and grace alone I stand.
Jesus came and took me thru
Which the law could never do,
And He gently leads me by the hand.
—For the
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Visitor,

How many of you will join me in reading this chapter (I Cor. 13) once a week
for the next three months? A man did
that once and it changed his whole life.
Will you do it? It is for the greatest thing
in the world. You might begin by reading it every day, especially the verses
which describe the perfect character. "Love
suffereth long and is kind; love envieth
not; love vaunteth not itself." Get these
ingredients into your life. Then everything
that you do is eternal. It is worth doing.
It is worth giving time to. No man can
become a saint in his sleep; and to fulfill
the condition required demands a certain
amount of prayer and meditation and time,
just as improvement in any direction,
bodily or mental, requires preparation and
care. Address yourselves to that one thing;
at any cost have this transcendent character exchanged for yours. Everything else
in all our lives is transitory. Every other
good is visionary. But the acts of love
which no man knows about or can ever
know about—they never fail.
The test of religion, the final test of religion, is not religiousness, but love.
—Selected.
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due time reminded him of the overheard
conversation. The boy immediately replied,
"Oh, I heard about that long ago." Because that father was a pal with his son,
he could immediately discuss some principles of life on a Christian basis which
offset the impression the boy obtained by
hearing things on the school grounds.

A LLEN'S father is in court being tried thy. If Frank's parents had spoken in that
** for murder. The boys in school are manner, we can be assured that the boys
casting all kinds of sarcastic remarks at at school would soon have heard about it
Allen. Recently the boys came to blows; and many of them would have been moved
the fight was serious. Frank tells the sto- to be kind to Allen.
Being pals can be manifested in many
ry at home at the dinner hour.
And what an opportunity was presented ways. Some homes have a quiet time after
Disturbed and thoughtful, Jane relates by Jane's story of Sally's experience with
the evening meal, when all are quiet or
an incident concerning her chum, Sally. her mother! Jane should have been imsome problem is discussed by the whole
Both are Juniors in high school. Sally pressed with the duty of children to parfamily. The Sunday afternoon walk of
and her mother had a quarrel that morn- ents; that unkind talk about parents is
father and son, mother and daughter, paring. Sally had been skipping school for wrong, that parents and children may be
ents and children, develops the spirit of
a month, using lunch money to go to the pals, that quarrels never solve any quesoneness. Manifesting or taking an interest
movies. One day the school attendance of- tions.
in activities in which children are interficer caught up with her and called on the
What sadness comes to our hearts as ested will do much to bring parents and
mother. Then Sally and her mother came
we read about Carrie's experience and at- children together. Some parents—all too
to blows. The mother had to work; she
titude to her parents! No time should be few—• have periods for reading to and
was always tired and irritable, complainedlost in showing how sad the heart-sick with their children. In this way Christian
Sally. Of course, Sally is sure her mother
Carrie's parents must be, that it is wrong principles can be transmitted while the
does not understand girls.
to deceive one's parents, that weddings spirit of comradeship is developed.
Mary and Louise will graduate from need the blessing of God and parents, that
Make the Home an Ally of the Church.
high school in February. Louise's moth- the character of a home is often deterErnest R. Groves in his book, Christianity
er and father were divorced recently. mined by the foundation laid in a thoughtand the Family, has a chapter on "The
Louise was quite excited as she told the less or thoughtful wedding.
Family as the Ally of Christianity." We
bunch that both parents have remarried
Let Parents Be Pals with Their Children. glibly express that thought; but how much
within ten days. Louise likes her new While some guests were in a home, a story
action is involved? The home as a social
daddy better than her real father, although was told and the father noticed that a
institution needs to relate itself to the one
the latter continues to support her. So twelve-year-old boy lifted his eyebrows
world-wide social and spiritual institution,
she did not think divorce was so terrible, knowingly, as he walked through the hallthe Christian Church. Dr. Groves fully
after all. And Mary, as she tells the story way. Soon thereafter the father took ocappreciates this and writes, "unless . . .
at home, has much sympathy for Louise. casion to take a walk with the boy and in
we illustrate this relationship as it is exDuring her sophomore year at college,
pressed in concrete, everyday occurrence,
Carrie falls in love with a soldier in trainour statement .becomes formal and logiing on the campus. Although their accal." Jesus recognized the significance of
quaintance was only for a few weeks they
The Grace of God
the home and the family when He used
married. Immediately after the marriage,
examples illustrating spiritual experiences.
Carrie goes to Flordia to live with her
Anna L. Dreyer
A beautiful sight is the whole family
husband's parents, whom she never saw.
going to church and that family seated
Before starting on her trip, she wires her The grace of God to all men hath aptogether in worship. That experience was
parents what she has done. The parents
peared,
common years ago. Why is it passing
had sacrificed much to send her to college.
To teach them that ungodly lusts de- out? Perhaps pastors should do more in
While the names of these stories are
nied,
the -direction of cultivating and stressing
fictitious, the facts of each story can be They rightly, soberly should live, unthe importance of the family unit.
documented. They are just a few types
smeared
of stories which children hear at school
Peace in the Home. This is basic for
By vanities of earth, its pomp and pride.
and tell at home. What are parents dothe victory on the home front. The condiing about these matters? What is their The grace of God—how wond'rous is that tion of the home is revealed in the attireaction when the experiences are told?
tudes of children. Truant school children
grace!
Perhaps in most instances, the family
generally
live under abnormal home conDeliverance it brings from ev'ry sin;
smiles, or expresses amazement, or passes
ditions. Contentions in the home can be
New life it offers to a dying race,
on to another story. And that is how they
seen in the disruptions in the characters
Souls fouled by sin, invites, "Come and
are missing in inaction.
of the children.
be clean."
But peace in the home is primarily deIf "careless talk costs lives" in wartime,
pendent
upon the peace in the soul of each
The
grace
of
God—how
freely
'tis
bethoughtless talk costs character all the
member of the family. And that peace
stowed!
time. Christian parents can do their part
by being always alert for an attack on the
No price to pay, no work at all to do; comes from the eternal God. As the parAnd
yet, accepted, lww its lifts the load ents possess peace as a gift of God, they
enemy.
Of condemnation, and gives vision true! can-set up that peace as a goal in their
Begin at the Dinner Table. Whenever a
home. If the song of the angels is in the
story is told, or an experience is narrated
hearts of parents, it will soon be in the
that offers an opportunity to impress a The grace of God — sufficient for thy hearts of the children.
need—
Christian principle, parents can, and
—Adopted from the Lutheran.
Selected
Is thine, if all thy sins are washed aChristian parents must, take time to help
by one of our Missionaries.
way;
their children think through the moral issues involved. For example, Frank should The promises of God thou mayest plead,
"We have daily, hourly proofs of the
And find them Yea, Amen,
henceforth
have been told that it is cowardly to conweakness
of our own nature; for when
for
aye.
demn Allen for the sins of his father,,
does my heart come up to what my halfthat Allen needs friendship and sympa—Selected.
enlightened understanding approves?"
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Wanezi Mission: Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. Albert Breneman, Elder
& Sr. Arthur Climenhaga.
Macha Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. Elmer Eyer, Elder &
Sr. Bert Winger, Sr. Edna Lehman, and Sr.
R u t h Hunt.
Sikalonga Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, and
Sr. Anna Eyster.
Released for Furlough: Elder & Sr. Roy H.
Mann, Sr. Mabel Frey, and Sr. Elizabeth
Engle.

Institutions
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser. Steward

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A, D. M.
Dick.
Saharsa: O. & T. Ry., Bhagalpur Dist., India.
Bishop & Sr. A. D. M. Dick, Sr. Leora
Yoder, Sr. B. Ella Gayman, and Sr. Annie
Steckley.
Madhipura Mission: Dauram, O. & T. Ry.,
India. Sr. Effie Rohrer, and Sr. Emma
Rosenberger.
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tribenkganj, via
Supaul, O. & T., India. Elder & Sr. Allen
Buckwalter.
Outgoing Missionari&s:
Africa: Elder & Sr. D. B. Hall, Sr. Annie
Winger, and Sr. Fannie Longenecker.
India: Elder & Sr. George Paulus, Elder &
Sr. Wm. Hoke, and Sr. Shirley Bitner.
Missionaries on Furlough
Elder & Sr. Charles Engle, 660 E. Arrow
Highway, Upland, California.
Sr. Sadie Book, Ramona, Kansas.
Elder and Mrs. D. B. Hall. Abilene, Kansas.
Sr. Emma Frey, 230% F. St., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Annie E. Winger, Delisle, Sask.

LOVE FEASTS
Canada
Welland, 2:00 P.M
Cheapside, 2:00 P.M

HOME MISSIONS
City Missions
Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona,
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
N. Y. Arthur and Wilma Musser; Helen
Bowers. Florence Hensel.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead Ave., Chicago,
111., Phone Wentworth 7122., Sarah Bert,
Supt. Emeritus; C. J. Carlson, Supt, and
Pastor; Avis Carlson; Alice K. Albright;
E r m a Z. Hare. (Harriet Gough on leave of
absence)
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor Street, Dayton,
Ohio., W. H. Boyer, Supt., William Engle,
Asst. Supt.; Susie Boyer; Evelyn Engle; E v a
Dick; Angeline Cox.
God's Love Mission, 1524 Third Ave., Detroit,
26, Michigan, Residence 2033 Hazel Street.
Carl G. Stump, Supt.; J a n n a Goins Asst.
Supt.; Edith Yoder; Martha Sentz; Leora
Kanode. Zone 8—Tel. Temple 1-8238.
Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, 1175 Bailey St.,
Harrisburg, Penna. Joel E. and Faithe Carlson; Anna Mary Royer; Anna E. Wolgemuth.
Phone 26488.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. Second Street,
Philadelphia, Penna. William and Anna
Rosenberry; Sarah Brubaker; Anita Brechbill.
Life Line Gospel Mission, 224 Sixth St., San
Francisco 3, Calif., H a r r y and Katie Buckwaiter; Emma Crider, Lula Asper. 311 Scott
St. Zone 17.
Welland, 36 Elizabeth Street, Welland, Ont.,
Glenn and E r m a Diller. Phone 3192.
Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna.
Thomas Bouch and wife.
Gladwin, Michigan, (To be supplied)
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ont., Elwood
and Ethel Fie welling; Myrtle and Ruth
Steckley.
Kentucky—Harold Wolgemuth, Supt.
Fairview—Esther Ebersole; Esther Greenawalt.
Home Evangel—James and Bonnie Payne;
Beulah Arnold.
Garlin—Harold and Alice Wolgemuth; Imogene Snider, Gladys Kraybill, Ida Lue
Hane.
North Star Mission, Meath P a r k Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill, Pearl
Jones.
Stowe Mission, Stowe, Pa., John A. and Emma L. Climenhaga; Ruth Keller.
Carroll and Pulaski County, "Virginia., Leroy
and Vida Yoder; Edith Davidson; Esther
Buckwalter.

a n d M»*t"r«i

Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., Bro. Clarence
W. Herr, Steward, and Sr. Susan Herr.
Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illionis, Supt.
and Matron Bro. and Sr. Paul Book.
Beulah College, Upland. California.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas. Oklahoma.
Messiah Bible College, Grantham, Pa.
Ontario Bible College, Fort Erie North. Ont.

Oct 14
Oct. 20, 21

Kentucky
Fairview Church
Saturday, Oct. 13
Grassy Springs Communion Service
Saturday evening, Nov. 10
Indiana
Union Grove,
Sat. & Sun., Oct. 27, 28
Garrett
0 c t . 20, 21
Michigan
ust
^ .-Oct. 13, 14
Merrill
0 c t . 2 0, 21
Detroit
jsfOV 4
Gladwin District:
Meeting & Love Feast
Nov. 9, 10 11
Mooretown
Nov. 17, 18
Ohio
Pleasant Hill
Sat. and Sun., Oct, 20, 21
Beulah Chapel
Sat. and Sun., Oct, 27, 28
Chestnut Grove
Sat. and Sun., Nov. 3, 4
Valley Chapel
Sat. and Sun., Nov. 10, 11
Sippo—Harvest
Meeting
and Communion Servlce
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 29
Pennsylvania
Clear Creek
November 11
Woodbury
Oct. 7, at 6:30 P. M.
Gratersford
...Oct. 27, 28
Mt. Rock
Oct 27
Fairland—Lebanon County, Sun. eve." Oct.' 2S
Colyer, (Spring Mills)
Oct. 13
Souderton
Oct. 20, 21
Beginning at 2:00 P. M., Sat.

Attention Please!
Calling all ministers who have evangelistic schedules for this winter! We have
appealed to you before, but with only indifferent success. Will you please take seriously this appeal, and cooperate with us
for the best interest of the Church?
We want your evangelistic slate for the
coming months. Will you please send your
scheduled dates now. We will try to see
that they are properly inserted for some
weeks in advance of the time.
There are several very urgent reasons
why we feel this procedure to be very desirable. First, it gives the Church a t large
advance notice of scheduled evangelistic
services. There are numerous consecrated
people who would gladly devote themselves
to dennite_ prayer for such services if they
were informed of the time and circumstances. I am convinced that effectual prayer is definite.
Then it is often imperative t h a t other
church leaders contact you quickly. This
has been especially true during the wartime emergency. But it will continue to
be true for some time to come. And further,
the Church at large is interested in knowing of the activities of other parts of the
body.
We do not publish such items, nor any
other materials, so far as t h a t is concerned, for vain glory or emulation of any individual. God forbid! But it is for the
good of the cause. Won't you please respond to this appeal and send us your
schedule of meetings, now! Thank you and
God bless you.
The Editor.
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News of Church Activity
California
UPLAND — The work of God has been
moving on during the summer months, even
though church attendance decreased slightly
with the scattering of students for vacation. Now with the opening of school many
new faces are-seen again and we hope their
coming may be of mutual spiritual blessing to all.
There have been some good-bys as we
bade God speed to those leaving us for
distant fields of labor. On Sunday, August
5, Bro. and Sr. David Hall spoke their
farewell message, and later we saw them
off by train, beginning the first lot of their
long journey bade to Africa. May God grant
journeying mercies all along the way.
Sunday, August 26, after an ordination
sermon by Bro. Alvin Burkholder, Bish.
Wagaman officiated in the ordination to the
ministry of Bro. and Sr. Lynn Nicholson
who with his mother later left for New
Mexico where they are entering Mission
work among Mexicans and Indians. They
will be quite isolated and will have heavy
responsibility and need our prayers.
In August, also, Bro. Chas. Engle was
welcomed home from India. At a recent
evening service he told of his trip home
and of conditions on the Indian field. At
present Sr. Engle is seriously ill and much
prayer is being offered for her complete
recovery.
Several Daily Vacation Bible Schools were
conducted. One at Los Olivos, a permanent
Housing Project of one hundred families,
where Beulah College students have conducted a Sunday School for a couple years.
The Sunday School is an outgrowth of an
afternoon Bible Story Hour, begun by the
Christian Workers Band of Beulah College.
The Vacation Bible School continued for
two weeks with an enrollment of one hundred. Another school, under auspices of the
Child Evangelism organization, but with
most of the teachers from our Sunday
School, was held at Parkside, a much larger
but less permanent Housing Project, where
there was an enrollment of over eighty interested children. A call has come to start
a Sunday School at this place, but at present children are brought by car to several
of the Upland Sunday Schools. Our Sunday School was well represented on the
teaching staff of the Upland Union D.V.B.S.
and will be also on that of the Released
Time Religious Education program which is
in its second year with Sr. Harriet Trautwein as its able director.
Our Sewing Circle was discontinued during July and August and all energy was directed toward preparing fruit and vegetables for. Beulah College for winter use. Almost 2,100 quarts were canned and 550
pounds frozen and put in the locker. This
work took much consecrated effort but each
one had a mind to work and did it heartily
as unto the Lord.

Ohio
HORATIO—Although our report is somewhat delayed, we are glad to report that
the Lord is still with us at this place.
The Holy Ghost was doing His office work
of convicting souls during our recent revival meeting, which began Sunday evening, June 17th, continuing until Sunday

*

evening, July 8th. Bro. John L. Rosenberry
of Des Moines, Iowa faithfully declared the
Old Time Gospel in such a way that all
could not help but understand.
Sr< Katie Rosenberger and Sr. Sarah
Wenger, of Pennsylvania and Sr. Barbara
Bushnell of Des Moines, Iowa, were with
us as workers. We were very glad for this
help in these meetings. Contacts were made
with some people this year that hadn't
been made previously, for which we are
thankful. One young mother of three children claimed to be saved during these meetings. Many were located but were unwilling to walk in the light. The full results
of this meeting eternity alone will reveal.
The seed has been sown and we are trusting the Lord for the increase. Several children's meetings were held each week by
the sister workers which were interesting
and helpful to all who attended, both young
and old.
May the Lord richly bless and reward our
brother and these sister workers, as they
faithfully fill the place the Lord has for
them to fill, is our prayer.

Oregon
GRANTS PASS—News notes from Redwood Country Church. Our new Church is
filling a need in this community which is
being manifested by new people attending
services each Sunday since its opening July
1, 1945.
Since the first of the year there have been
many who have been with us in our homes
and also in the prayer-meeting. Among
these were: Bro. Ruben Climenhaga,
Delisle, Canada; Bro. and Sr. Brad Linkletter, Canada; Bro. and Sr. Titus Books;
Bro. John Raser, Waukena, Calif.; Jess
Wingerd, Pasadena, Calif.; Bro. and Sr.
Harvey Wenger and George Eyer and wife
and sons, Upland, Calif.
These seemed to be impressed with the
Church Building, its location and its opportunities.
On Sunday, August 19, a Dedication
Service was held. Bro. Alvin Burkholder
was in charge of the three services which
were held. The Dedicatory Sermon was in
the afternoon.
The approximate cost of the church and
furnishings was $3000. Labor donated was
$1000 and the building was clear at dedication. Bro. Burkholder remained with us
until Wednesday and gave us a meeting
Monday and Tuesday nights which were appreciated.
Sunday, August 26, Bro. and Sr. William
Lewis and Sr. Annie Winger were with us.
Bro. Lewis gave a stirring message. Sr.
Lewis talked in the Young People's Meeting. Sr. Winger remained with us for a
few days. On September 2 she gave a very
interesting Missionary Talk.
On September 9, Bro. Cyrus Winger, daughters,
Dorothy and Arlene, and son Dennis were
with us. Bro. Winger brought the morning
message.
Bro. and Sr. Reeser and family were with
us on September 9. They are from Albany,
Ore.
On September 16, a group of five boys,
Smoke Jumpers from Cave Junction, Ore.
were with us. In this group was a Quartette
and a Student Preacher, who gave a message on, Having a Conviction and Sticking
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to It. The Quartette sang several numbers.
It was enjoyed by all.
' A new family from Sunny Meade, California is locating in or near Grants Pass.
The attendance in Sunday School is from
40 to 50, with new faces each Sunday.
Jack Payne and son Bobby have returned from Calif.

Pennsylvania
COLYER, CENTRE CO.—On the evening
of March 30th which was Good Friday, we
were privileged to have the Male Octette
from Grantham with us. We enjoyed the
program they rendered very much.
On Sunday evening July 15th we were
privileged to have a Male Quartette from
Carlisle with us, which was very much appreciated.
A tent was pitched in the orchard across
from the Church, where our services started
on July 28th and continued to August 16th.
Eld. Glen Niswander was the evangelist,
with Srs. Dorothy Wolfe and Martha Mae
Long as workers, and Bro. & Sr. Paul
Wolgemuth as tent caretakers. Bro. Niswander brought forth inspiring messages.
One soul bowed a t the altar and went
through to victory.
We also held a Daily Vacation Bible
School in connection with the tent meeting.
It was held in the forenoons.' There was an
enrollment of 46,- with an average attendance of 37. There were 20 who had perfect
attendance. There would have been more
had the gas ration been lifted a t that time.
The attendance at the meetings was fair.
V-J Day was on the last Tuesday of our
tent campaign and that night and the two
remaining nights were exceptionally well
attended. We also appreciated the different
visitors who came in and took part in the
meeting. The last Sunday morning a Mennonite minister who came up to the mountains for a vacation found out about the
meeting and came. He brought forth a very
inspiring message. May the Lord bless each
one who took part in the meeting. Although the results were not as we would
liked to have seen, yet the word of tha
Lord will not return unto Him void.
LENKERVILLE—We, of the Lykens Valley congregation, enjoyed a gracious outpouring of God's convicting and saving
grace during our recent tent meeting of
August 18 - September 6.
This was manifest in the melting down of
church people, working old fashioned confessing; also in the breaking of the grip
of Satan in the lives of backsliders and sinners.
Numbers can't be absolute but they are
suggestive. In this respect we saw at least
40 souls bow at an altar of prayer in the
regular services. In connection with the
tent meeting a Bible school was held, and
on decision day 34 children wept and called on God (about 15 were above 10 years
old).
As a result of these meetings at the present time there are 7 applicants for baptism
and church membership.
God has been blessing manifestly in our
prayer meetings and worship services since
the close of the tent meetings, and the burdens for souls has remained on His people
so graciously that we are expecting continued seeking God at altar services. We
had a very outstanding evidence of this
when on Sunday evening (September 23)
a wretched sinner poured out her heart in
confessions of social impurity and infanticide.
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Bro. J. H. Bowers of Collegeville, Pa.,
served as our tent evangelist. He allowed
God to speak through him, so that his messages were not amiss. He preached straight
truth in love with no offensiveness. God
bless him!
Our field is needy, our work large and
growing, and our Christ able. Praise His
nome.
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and Edwin and three grandchildren, also four
brothers, Elmer, Ezra, James and Pred and
three sisters, Dora Wintemute, Maud House
and Nellie House besides otner relatives and
friends.
Funeral services were conducted on Thursday, August 30th at the Stevensville Funeral
Home and then a t the Black Creek Church,
conducted by Bish. Bert Sherk and Eld. Wm.
Charlton. Incerment in the adjoining cemeiery.
NEPF—Bro. Edmund Neff son and only remaining child of the late Bro. Ephraim Neff

wire of Stevensville, Ont., was taken from
MESSIAH BIBLE COLLEGE — Enroll- and
our midst on Tuesday, September IS, 1945.
ment—One hundred fifty-seven (157) stu- He
died at the home of Gorden and Sr. Lillie
dents are now enrolled. This number rep- Sherk and family where he resided after the
resents' an increase of 30% over last year's death of his companion Sr. Sarah (Climennaga)
who passed away June 4, 1944. He was
enrollment. It is the highest enrollment in Neff
in his 77tn year.
the history of the College. • One hundred
About twenty years ago he sought the Lord
three (103) are enrolled in the Academy and and united witn the Bretnren in c n r i s t (TunKChurch and has been active in attending
the Christian Training Department and , er)
the service, and as long as he was able it
fifty-four (54) in the Bible College and was
his pleasure to use his car to help others
Junior College. One hundred nineteen (119) to get to the services who had no means of
conveyance
for themselves. He was at the
of this number are boarding students. The house of worship
twice on the Sunday previous
dormitories are filled, with 50% of the boys to his passing away.
rooming outside of College buildings.
Besides the Sherk family he leaves to
Theological Students—Fifteen (15) min- mourn his departure seven nieces and nephews
well as a number of great and great great
isterial students are enrolled in the Bible as
nephews and nieces. Also Sr. Laura Wrignt
College or Christian Training Department. and Sr. Murial and Lilian Augerman who
These include ordained ministers, licensed were residents in the home until the death
his wife, beside other relatives and friends.
ministers and ministerial candidates recog- of Funeral
were conducted on Friday,
nized by Selective Service as entitled to a September services
21, a t the Stevensville Funeral
IV-D classification. This group with the as- Home and then a t the Black Creek Church
sistance of a large group of lady students by Bish. Bert Sherk and Eld. Warren Winger.
in training for and interested in Christian Interment in the adjoining cemetery.
service are carrying on a comprehensive
SWORDS—Reuben S. Swords was born in
program of soul winning efforts under the
Pa., February 21, 1865, and departed
oversight of Albert Engle, religious direc- Florin,
this life September 16, 1945, a t the age of
tor. John A. Climenhaga is teaching part 80 years, 6 months, and 25 days. He was a
time in the theological department for the son of the late Daniel and Elizabeth Strayer
Swords and was a member of the Cross Roads
first semester.
Brethren in Christ Church. He was a carpenter
by
trade. Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Clara
CP.S. Hospital Unit Conference Direc- Bankler
Swords, and four children: Sylvester
tors and delegates from the eastern region- R.,
who recently arrived home on furlough
al area of mental hospital units under the from Germany; Sylvia, Reuben J., and BeatMennonite Central Committee gathered on rice, all a t home. He was the last of his famour •campus for a conference September ily.Funeral services were held in Nissley's fu23-26. During this Conference, Harold neral
home Mt. Joy, Pa., Wednesday at 2:00
Barton, CP.S. assignee research worker in P. M., September 19. Elder Harry Brubaker
mental hygiene, Winfield Fretz, director of officiating. Burial in the Cross Roads CemeMennonite Mutual Aid, and Albert Goeddert, tery.
general director of CP.S. camps, brought
messages in the morning chapel sessions.
WINGER—Sr. Susan Winger wife of the
P. C Hiebert, chairman of the Mennonite late Bro. Abram Winger of Stevensville, Ont.,
passed
away on Saturday, September 22, 1945,
Central Committee spoke to a crowded in her 91st
year. She was a daughter of the
house Sunday night on the need for relief late Bro. David and Sr. Abigail Climenhaga.
service facing the church today. Mr. Paul She was left a widow since February 1907.
was the mother of six sons of whom
Comly French, Executive Secretary of the fiveShesurvive:
Anthony, David who lived at
National Service Board, spoke on Tuesday home with his mother, Laban, Walter and
evening, presenting enlightening informa- Irvine. She also leaves 30 grandchildren and
grandchildren. Also three sisters
tion on the present status of CP.S. in its 24 great Sider,
Sarah Engle and Lydia Saylor
relation to the Government and current at- Caroline
besides other relatives and friends.
titudes of Government toward peacetime
When 22 years of age she turned to the
Lord and united with the Brethren in Christ
conscription and other problems.
(Tunker) Church of which she has been a
Announcements — Evangelistic services member for about 6S years. For some years
she has not been able to attend the services
under the leadership of William Lewis are due
to the infirmity of old age but while
scheduled to open October 7 continuing un- health permitted she was a faithful attendant
til October 21. The College Annual Home a t the house of worship and a stedfast Chriswife and mother in the home with her
Coming will be observed November 3 and tian
t r u s t and confidence in God.
4.
For nearly the last two years Sr. Mabel

• — O B I T U A R I E S

—

FKETZ—Bro. Solomon Pretz of Ridgeway,
Ont., departed this life on Monday, August
27, 1945 in his 70th year. He was a son of the
late Peter S. Pretz and wife.
About 30 years ago he and his wife gave
their hearts to the Lord in a revival meeting
conducted by Bish. J. R. Zook. This revival
has been outstanding in our memories due to
the fact t h a t there were 5 or 6 husbands and
their wives besides other individuals who
turned to the Lord at that time.
They united with the Brethren in Christ
(Tunker) Church to which he has been true
to the end. He enjoyed coming to the services
and was ready to give words of encouragement to others along the way.
Besides his faithful companion Sr. Elma
(Sherk) Pretz with whom he trod the paths
of life for over 42 years, he leaves to mourn
the loss of a praying father: two sons, Grant

Page has rendered faithful service in helping
to care for Sr. Winger.
Funeral services were conducted on Tuesday, September 25 a t the home and then a t
the Black Creek Church by Bish. Bert Sherk,
Eld. Edward Nigh and Eld. Wm. Charlton.
Interment in the adjoining cemetery.

Suppose you were walking along the
street and a stranger stepped up to you
and asked if you could tell him how to
get to a certain place. Suppose your reply was, "Come with me." And then, when
the stranger asked, "Are you going there
yourself?" suppose you replied, " I don't
know." What would the stranger think of
you as a dependable guide?
—Trumbull.
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Bible Conference Program
Macha Mission
June 22, 23, 25, 1945
Friday, June 22
10:00 God is Faithful
H. H. Brubaker
11:00 Meditations from Psalm 23
Sister A. Ginder
11:45 The Heavenly Guest
Sister A. Climenhaga
2:00 Holiness and Victorious Living
• Bert Winger
3:00 Christ's View of the Church
Sister K. Wengert
3:45 Spiritual Bread for a Dying World
A. Brenaman
7:00 Five Essentials for Brethren in Christ
Evangelism
C. F. Eshelman
Saturday, June 23
10:00 The Native's Problems:
In the Home
Sister M. Kreider
11:00 The Native's Problems:
In the School and the State
J. E. Hershey
(Substituted by R. H. Mann)
11:45 The Native's Problems:
In the Church
J. P. George
7:00 Paul's Preparation for his Work -.Amos Ginder
Monday, June 25
10:00 The New Testament Doctrine of Reconciliation
A. Climenhaga
11:00 The Second Coming of Christ:
What it means to the Unsaved
Sister V. Moyer
11:45 The Second Coming of Christ:
What it means to the Saved
Sister A. Wolgemuth
2:00 Afternoon of Prayer:
1. For the unsaved and backsliders
about us ....Sister A. Brenaman
2. For workers of the African
Church
E. Eyer
3. For an outpouring of God's Spirit on His Church
Sister C F. Eshelman
4. For God's Guidance in the settlement of world problems
Sister J. E. Hershey
(Substituted by H. H. Brubaker)
7:00 Christian Alertness ....W. 0. Winger
NATIVE BIBLE CONFERENCE
Saturday, June 30
Forenoon
Christ and Young People. Mark 10:17-22
C. F . Eshelman
The Worthy Walk in Ephesians 5
Peter Munsaka
The Ten Commandments:
Applications for Today
J. P, George
Afternoon
Tithing - God's Financial Plan for the
Church
W. O. Winger
What is your Treasure? Luke 12:34
N. Dube
The Safety of the Godly—Psalms 3:4—
Amos Ginder
Evening
Gleams from Gethsemane..H. H. Brubaker
t

Wfc

«

The people in general are not now reading the book of the Acts of the Apostles,
but they are reading and watching our
lives.
One crooked step, one selfish act, one
careless word, may start a hungry soul on
the downward road of doubt and unbelief.

>
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DIVINE PROGRAMS OF UNITY
(Old Testament)
T needs to be repeated here that God's
dealings with mankind since the Fall
in Eden, have necessarily always promoted
unity. Since sin and jealousy brought disunion into the first home, God must originate plans of unity if mankind was ever
again to live together in peace and harmony. Apart from God, there can never
more be such an ideal as the "brother-hood
of man".
If twelve patriarchal brothers were to
become united into a great nation for
God, the envy, or hatred which moved a
group of them to rise up against their innocent brother Joseph must somehow be
dealt with, or eradicated. The promise of
redemption to father Abraham must have
in it a program of unity if it was to be
realized. Thus because suffering begets
sympathy, God sent them all into Egypt
to suffer together until they at least become united in their cry for divine deliverance from Egyptian bondage. Next
God introduced the "blood of the Lamb"
as another important factor for unity among sin-disrupted mankind. The "blood"
brought them on common ground of redemption; and the threatened penalty if
they failed to put the blood on the doorposts brought them even onto common
ground in relation to their enemies whom
they naturally hated, but whom God was
about to judge.
Delivered from Egyptian bondage, God
brought this newly chosen and united nation into their chosen land and charged
them with the yearly observance of the
Passover Feast so that their unity might
continue. Other yearly feasts were also enjoined so that this united nation, now living in somewhat different environment and
territory, might after all thru a centralized
worship maintain this vital unity.

I

But alas, God's plan to keep them a
united people failed because they failed
to work His plan. Failing to unitedly commemorate the miracles of God's grace in
Egypt, and failing to keep up the united
Spiritual life of the nation, they soon became a dis-integrated people. The "crack"
in God's building kept on getting larger
until the building fell apart as the Ten
Tribes revolted under Rehoboam. (Cf. II
Chron. 1 0 ) . Only chaos and captivity
could follow this sad break.
However, during this time of apostasy
and dis-unity, a great leader and exponent
of unity came on the scene. Like a powerful magnet, this great man Hezekiah,
demonstrated to servants of God of all
ages that God's program of redemption is
outstandingly a mighty agent for the
promotion of unity, when God can find
men.of faith and love to work it. The reuniting of the remnants of the "lost Ten

Tribes" under the reign of Hezekiah, is
nothing short of a miracle.
This great program of Hezekiah started
with the only true Biblical basis of unity,
which was the altar of sacrifice in the Old
Testament, and is the Cross of Christ in
the New. It is redemption thru the blood
that always gives God's servants, not a
repelling and contentious spirit that originates dis-unity, but a love and compassion
that reaches out and longs to see people
gathered in and re-united for the Lord and
His kingdom.
When Hezekiah had restored the sacrifice and "Burnt Offering" (Cf. II Chron.
29) this program of unity was already
well begun, as they sang again, "The Song
of the Lord" in a restored unity of forgiveness. This new touch of God's mercy
as displayed in the Burnt Offering kindled
in the heart of this great leader and his
people a flame of concern for the lost and
dispersed of Israel, reaching even to the
remnants of the captivated Ten Tribes who
were lost at the time of Rehoboam.
Like "clock work" this great movement
for unity spread as Hezekiah counseled
with his princes and with all the congregation. (Cf. II Chron. 30) Soon the messengers were on the way with invitations
that impelled many of these lost souls to
repent and seek the only place of true
worship which is in the temple at Jerusalem. Along with this great unifying Feast
of the Passover, was a solemn program

'Tis Finished!
Charles

Wesley

'Tis finished! the Messiah dies,—
Cut off for sins, but not His own;
Accomplished is the sacrifice,
The great redeeming work is done.
'Tis finished!
all the debt is paid;
Justice divine is satisfied;
The grand and full atonement
made;
Christ for a guilty world hath died.
The veil is rent; in Him alone
The living way to Heaven is seen,
The middle wall is broken down,
And all mankind may enter in.
The types and figures are fulfilled;
Exacted is the legal pain;
The precious promises are sealed;
The spotless Lamb of God is slain.
Death, Hell, and sin are now
subdued;
All grace is now to sinners given;
And, lo! I plead the atoning blood,
And in my right I claim my Heaven.
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of intercessory prayer that moved Heaven,
and a divine ritual of cleansing. All had
.their part in melting together again a separated people.
Although, this is but an Old Testament
story, it is given for our learning (Cf.
Rom. 15:4) and for God's glory. It stands
as a challenge to us to-day who live under
a far greater foundation for unity than
had Hezekiah of old. How revivals to-day
could be mighty factors of unity and how
the joy of the Lord to-day might crown
similar experiences, if we would begin on
the same foundation as did Hezekiah and
would proceed with counsel and prayer
arid with a heart of love and good-will toward those who are not under the blessings of God such as we enjoy! The great
unifying God of Hezekiah lives yet to-day,
and is nearer to us thru Christ than He
was to Hezekiah. How God could be glorified in our disrupted Christendom to-day
if more of us could be New Testament
Hezekiahs!
Bannock, Ohio

One Thousand Tribes Without
the Bible
There are about 5,000 languages and
dialects spoken by mankind; 954 of these
have a translation of at least a part of
the Bible; 3,000 hardly demand attention,
the people being sufficiently accessible
through other tongues, or else are nearing
extinction; 1,000 tongues however, still
beckon for Bible translators. Herein lies
the most urgent task of the church today!
South of the Rio Grande, in Latin America there are 17,000,000 -dialect speaking Indians with five hundred different
languages. In the highlands of the Andes
live the descendants of the ancient Incas,
as well as remnants of other former civilizations; throughout the jungles of Amazonia rove several hundred wild tribes;
In Central America and on through Yucatan are tribes related to the once mighty
Mayan race; and over the rugged plateaus
of Mexico there are more than forty other
linguistic stocks, including the sturdy
Azetecs. Few of these five hundred tribes
have ever felt a single ray of Gospel light.
Missionary work has been carried on in
Africa for over a hundred years. Much
has been accomplished. Thirty-five tribes
have received the entire Bible, seventyeight tribes the New Testament, and 191
more some portion of the Scripture. However, conservative reports state that there
are three hundred African tribes to whom
nothing of the printed Word has been
given.
If to these are added unreached tribes
of many parts of Asia, we have, perhaps,
two hundred tribes more for whom translation work must yet be done, for obliga-.
tion is undeniable.
—Condensed from The King's

Business.
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THE MIRACLE PEOPLE
W. t. Kennedy

F

REDERICK T H E GREAT, of Germany,

•
was

something of a skeptic because of his
association with Voltaire, the French infidel. On one occasion he addressed his
court chaplain with these words, "Give
me one proof that the Bible is a Divine
Book." His chaplain made reply, "The
Jew," your majesty, "the Jew."
The story of Israel is the most fascinating story ever told. Approach it from any
angle and we are face to face with the
mystery of Divine Sovereignty, overruling
Providence and Redeeming Grace. Tracing the mind and will of God through
the Scriptures we find that He has linked
three things: the Miracle People—Israel;
the Miracle Book—the Bible; and the Miracle Person—Jesus Christ. What a wonderful trinity!
The Jew is the miracle man of the ages
and is a profound mystery to himself. His
mind is filled with questionings, strange
wonderings, and conflicting emotions. He
is a mystery to the Gentiles. As Jonah, he
remains unmasticated, unassimilated, and
undigested, thus causing pain and distress to the "great fish" of Gentile powers.
But thank God the Jew is not a mystery
to the intelligent Bible student.
Kindly note with us the following truths
concerning Israel:
/ . The Origin of Israel
In Genesis 12:1-3 we have the call of
Abraham, the father of the Jewish race.
He was called from Chaldea to Canaan;
from the worship of idols to the worship
of the true God. The promises found here
are gracious and unconditional. They include the forming of a mighty nation and
world blessing through the descendants of
Abraham.
Strictly speaking, Isaac, the son of
Abraham, would perhaps be called the first
Hebrew or Jew. The record informs us
that both Abraham and Sarah "laughed"
at the promise of a son in their old age.
From a natural and human standpoint they
realized that such a birth was impossible.
Moreover, they were compelled to wait
twenty-four years longer for the son of
promise (Genesis 17—18).
The book of Hebrews is the Divine commentary on the Old Testament and in
chapter 11:11-12 we read—"Through faith
Sarah herself received strength to conceive
seed, and was delivered of a child when
she was past age, because she judged him
faithful who had promised. Therefore
sprang there even of one and him as good
as dead, so many as the stars of the sky
innumerable."
Thus we conclude that Israel is the
covenant people by election and selection,
and that her origin depended upon a miracle.
9
A

II. The Preservation of Israel
Every Jew has an identity and race consciousness which has persisted in defiance
of the persecutions of the centuries. Pharaoh sought to drown him, but he increased
as a nation. Haman tried to hang him,
but he himself was hanged on the gallows
which he had reared. Nebuchadnezzar
ordered him burned, but he came out of
the flames unscathed. Darius cast him to
the lions, but they refused to touch him.
Titus sacked Jerusalem, slaying tens of
thousands, but Israel has not been annihilated by Titus or any of his kind.
Spain and Portugal drove out the Jew
and have suffered from that day. Holland and England welcomed them and
have prospered. England made DTsraeli
Prime Minister and he added India to
Britain's possessions.
Jeremiah 30:11—"For I am
saith the Lord, to save thee:
make a full end of all nations
have scattered thee, yet will I
a full end of thee." See also
and Malachi 3:6.

with thee,
though I
whither I
not make
Zech. 2:8

The Jewish Recessional
Agnes Scott Kent
God of the ancient Hebrew race,
Lord of the Abrahamic
Line,
Illumine us that we may trace
Through Holy Writ Thy vast
God of the Jew! Remind us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!

design.

These are Thy Chosen People, Lord—
In them all nations shall be blessed
When Israel, redeemed, restored,
Within the Promised Land finds rest.
Thou Hope of Zion, rouse ye yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
To them adoption doth pertain,
The covenants, the glory, too;
The promises for aye remain;
The law was given—to the Jew.
God of the fathers, guard us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
The Holy Ghost moved men of old,
And they, with jar prophetic view,
God's great redemptive plan foretold:
The Book was written—by the Jew.
Spirit of truth, 0 teach us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
God's love, eternal as His Name,
On them abides, unchanging, true—
Of David's seed Messiah came,
For Jesus Christ was born—a Jew!
Thou Son of God, forgive us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
—Christian Victory.
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It has been estimated that there were
three million Jews at the time of Christ.
By the 16th century this number was reduced to one million. Surely Israel is the
indestructible nation. What of the empires which have enslaved and scourged
the Jew ? Egypt's glory is unknown;
Bablyon is in ruins; Rome is but a memory—Israel lives.
III. The Separation of Israel
By separation we mean that there is a
peculiar, unique and marked nation. Israel
is forever distinct from all other races.
Let the Scandinavian, German or Frenchman emigrate to the United States and after three generations in the "melting pot"
has nationality is practically erased. He
is an American. Not so with the son of
Abraham. He retains his racial identity.
He belongs to the only pure-blood race
on the earth.
He is marked by three unfailing characteristics :
1. His facial features. The stamp is indelible and the same around the globe.
2. His financial genius. He is the merchant prince of the world. The Bible
prophecy that he should be the "head and
not the tail," and "lend to many nations,"
is amazingly true. He holds the strings of
the world s money bags.
3. His forefather's names. His children
are named for his ancestors. Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, etc., are
common names among our Jewish friends.
Is it any wonder that Israel is called
the Gulf Stream in the Sea of Humanity?
IV. The Mission of Israel
Is he called to be a second-hand dealer,
a comedian on the stage or the world's
financier? No, his is a high and holy
calling. Isaiah 43:21 speaks of this Godgivep mission. "This people I formed for
myself; they shall shew forth my praise."
This mission was three-fold. First.—To
witness to the true God amidst universal
idolatry.
Second.—To receive, preserve and transmit the Scriptures to the world.
Third.— To become the channel of
world blessing by producing the Messiah
and Redeemer.
Israel was chosen, then, for the purpose
of revelation. In Romans 1:3 we read that
the Living Word, Jesus Christ, was made
of the seed of David according to the
flesh. In Romans 3:2 we learn the Written
Word, the oracles of God or Divine Communications, were committed unto them.
What a glorious calling! What an infinite
privilege!
"Who taught you tender Bible tales
Of honey-lands, of milk and wine?
Of happy, peaceful Palestine?
Of Jordan's holy harvest vales?
Who gave the patient Christ, I say,
Who gave your Christian creed? Yea, yea,
Who gave your very God to you?
Your Jew! Your Jew! Your hated Jew!"

I
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V. The Dispersion of Israel
Following the rejection and crucifixion
of the Lord Jesus Christ, this dispersion
became rapid, wide and complete.
This aspect of Israel's history was likewise the subject of prophecy.
Hosea 9-17— "My God will cast them
away, because they did not hearken unto
Him: and they shall be wanderers among
the nations."
Amos 9:9— "I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is
sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least
grain fall to the ground." See also Zech.
10:9.
This dispersion took place in spite of
intense nationalism; deep-dyed love for
Jerusalem, the temple, the homeland; and
before modern traveling facilities were
known. That God's ancient and chosen
people this very hour are sleeping under
all stars, trading in all marts, wearing all
garbs, speaking all languages and are living in every principal city on earth is
just another evidence that the Scriptures
cannot be broken.
Israel has been temporarily set aside;
the veil is still over their eyes and blindness has happened unto them, yet we
should recall Paul's words, "My heart's
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
they might be saved."
VI. The Restoration \of Israel
Russia, Germany or any nation which
touches Israel will be judged. Yet God is
evidently--permitting this spirit of AntiSemitism in Europe to turn Israel toward
the homeland.
Jeremiah 16:14-15— "It shall no more
be said, The Lord liveth, that brought up
the children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt; But, the Lord liveth that brought
up the children of Israel from the land of
the north, and from all lands whither He
had driven them again into their land that
I gave unto their fathers." See also Jeremiah 32:37-38; Ezekiel 36:24-37; Isaiah
11:11-12; Hosea 3:4-5.
During the World's Fair in Chicago a
tremendous drama was presented and witnessed by Jews from all parts of the globe.
The drama was called "The Romance of
A Nation." Above these throngs shone
the six-pointed star of David. This pageant climaxed the raising of eight million
dollars for the rehabilitation of Palestine.
What of the Zionist movement? What
of the populating of the cities and the
reclamation of the land? What of the uncalculated wealth deposited in the Dead
Sea? Is the fig tree beginning to b u d ?
Is the fig tree putting forth her leaves?
Is summer at hand? Does the Coming
of the Lord draw nigh?
The Great Tribulation — known as the
"Day of the Lord" and "The Time of Jacob's Trouble"
—will soon fall upon Unbelieving Israel, the Apostate Church and
a Christless world. Following this period
of unparalleled sorrow, blood and death,
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our Lord Jesus Christ will return to the in His own time and way, without any
earth in Person and establish His kingdom reserves; men and women who would rathin glory, justice, righteousness and peace ' er die than disobey Him, who know His
(Revelation 1 9 ) . Then swords will be voice and leadings, who believe His Word,
beaten into plowshares, men shall learn and trust Him implicitly, and He will do
war no more, the desert will blossom as the rest.
the rose, the curse will be lifted and Israel
A tool or instrument never becomes self,
will be fully and finally restored. Micah important, domineering or arrogant. It
4:1-4. During this millennial age Jerusa- may become blunt and dull, but it is the
lem will be the world capitol and Israel Master's business to keep His tools in the
the center of world blessing (Isaiah 2:1-5). best of shape and order, and God, who is
—Christian Victory.
a Master-hand, never fails to do His part.
He will not rest until He has brought
those under His control to a place of keen
God's Tools
spiritual eye-sight, discernment, boldness,
firmness, faith, patience, and sweetness;
Mrs. Fannie Erb
until they become clear-cut, definite, unOD is not looking for workmen, but wavering in drawing the line between the
He is looking for tools and instru- clean and the unclean (Ezek. 2 2 : 2 6 ) , the
true and the false whether it be before
ments to work through and with.
those high up in the church, loved ones,
How scarce, and how few the abandoned
the world, the flesh or the devil; until
and consecrated souls that have said an
they can endure with patience and sweeteternal "yes" to God and have taken hands
ness to be trampled on, misunderstood, and
off, and are permitting Him to have His
misrepresented, persecuted, and even killway in their hearts and lives! There are
ed for Jesus' sake.
plenty who go about, thinking they are
These are they of whom the world is
doing the Lord's work whereas, they only
greatly hinder, thwart, blockade and side- not worthy; who are mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan, who
track God's real purposes for a time.
God does not need a dictator, a boss, rescue precious souls, not counting their
or a usurper to supplant Him, or even ad- Jives dear unto themselves; who honor and
vise Him; but He does need channels, go- glorify Him whom their souls love and
betweens, and tools which He can use to adore, and who will one day, if they reHis glory and praise. He needs folk who main faithful to the end, hear the joyful
will go where He dictates, follow where plaudit, "Enter into the joy of thy Lord."
He leads, say what He wants them to say,
—Selected.
and do what He wants them to do without questioning, quibbling or shirking;
Five Invested Lives
men and women who will allow Him, after
they are consecrated and sanctified to
grind them down, and sharpen them, so ^ A business man in Wales spoke to his
they will not turn the edge when He wants office boy about his soul, and from that
to use them in a hard place, when He word a work began that won his entire ofwishes to cut away down to the root of fice force to Christ.
sin and deception; who will allow Him • A merchant in England determined that
to crush and break them, until He can no day should pass without his speaking
use them any where, and at any time withto someone about Christ; in one year he
out a murmur or complaint; who will welhad led scores to the Master.
come the polishing process that cuts and
+ An invalid Christian woman in Aushurts but removes all roughness, sharp
tralia, for thirty years unable to put her
corners and harsh surfaces, until Christ
foot to the floor, by means of her pen and
is reflected in the life; folk who are willing to let God put them in the crucible, prayer led forty people to Christ in a
through the furnace, under the press until single year.
they are so subdued, conquered, and melt- ^ A Christian gentleman spoke to his
ed in His hands, that they no longer have servant while they were walking together;
any will of their own, but love, cherish the boy became a Christian and later a
and embrace the whole blesed will of God minister of the gospel.
as their greatest treasure, for they have ^ A Sunday school teacher took one of
learned it is all for their good and His her class of boys for a walk on Sunday
glory.
afternoon when the session of the school
A carpenter would be greatly chagrined was over; she told him of her concern that
and bothered if, when he laid down his he should become a Christian, and had the
hammer, he should come back and find it joy of seeing him take his stand for
missing — gone on some self-appointed Christ.
task. Just so with God. He can do more
—Selected.
with one stroke, than we can do in a. life
time by our own efforts. All He needs is
If a person has to be bribed to follow
men and women who will let Him have Jesus, you can be sure he would follow the
their voices, talents, hands, and feet to use devil for a higher bid.
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Report of Our African
Conference
F. Mabel

Frey

NCE again our Conference is a thing
of the past. Thirty-four missionaries,
fourteen missionarie's children, and Sr.
Sutherland were present.
Most of the S. Rhodesia group left
Bulawayo Monday, June '18, arriving in
Choma Tuesday afternoon. The Macha
and Sikalongo cars, and also a lorry which
had been hired for the occasion, took us
out to Macha, where a warm welcome awaited us.
It seems each year we meet there is
something outstandingly different from
any previous Conference. This year was
no exception. One inspirational difference
that comes to mind is the fact that for the
first time in our history we were privileged
to have with us nine new or recently returned missionaries. Their presence was
as a refreshing breeze wafted in the air,
bringing with it new inspiration, courage
and challenge. How we did eojoy their
spoken messages, as well as the music
furnished by them, both during Conference
sessions, and also informally after services
in the evenings. We pray God's blessing
may rest on them each and every one, and
that their ministry here in this dark land
may be greatly used of Him.
We were also happy to have Sr. Sutherland with us for her first Conference.
From the very first message on "God
Is Faithful," our hearts were feasting on
the good things of God, by way of admonition, inspiration, new vision, challenge, or
prayer. Truly these were times on the
mount.
In the Business Conference, too, we
could feel God's presence, direction and
help.
Over the last week-end when our native
brethren and sisters gathered with us, our
hearts were melted together in one with
them. N. Dube, one of the three ordained
as ministers at last Conference, also his
wife and two others from S. Rhodesia,
were present, representing the S. Rhodesia
Church. As different ones spoke, some in
Chitonga, others in either English or
Sindebele, which was interpreted into
Chitonga, one was made to realize. anew
the power of the Gospel. What a grand
day it will be when people from every
. tribe, kindred and nation will be united in
singing praise to our dear Redeemer in a
language all can understand.
Friday morning was African Business
Conference. In the afternoon five boys and
eleven girls were baptized in the river near
by-
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Saturday was Native Bible Conference.
Challenging messages were given forth by
both missionaries and native brethren.
Special music was supplied by the Macha
and Sikalongo schools.
Sunday morning there were 302 brethren and sisters (121 men and 181 women),
besides our missionary group, who met to
commemorate the death and suffering of
our Lord. At the midday service 785 were
present. In the afternoon, the people were
divided for group meetings. Sunday evening was largely given over for farewells
by the home-going missionaries.
One disappointing feature of Conference
was the fact that for most of the first week
Srs. Mann and Hershey from Sikalongo,
also Br. Hershey part of that time were unable to be present, due to the children having whooping cough. We were very thankful, however, that they could be with us
later on; but even so, Sr. Hershey was
suffering greatly from a badly infected
finger.
Most of us left Macha Monday, July 2,
for our respective mission homes. It was
with full hearts and mingled feelings we
parted from our co-workers, with whom
we had enjoyed such sweet fellowship.
Truly we could say it had been .good for
us to have been there.
(For a full program of this Conference
of our Missionaries in Africa, please turn
to page eight.)
Macha Mission
Choma N. Rhodesia
July 7, 1945
Dear Visitor friends and co-labourers,
This finds Sister Winger and I sitting
in our sitting room at Macha, writing to
different ones. The rest of the workers are
away for a little change, and we are alone
for the first time since we left Kansas.
We received a letter from Brother Byer the
other week, saying that he wishes we would
put an account of our trip in the Visitor.
We had sent one letter about our trip in
from Lisbon, but since we left there we
have written nothing; so I will take up
the story from there, even though it is a
little late.
When we had arrived in Lisbon we were
informed that we had missed our Boat
the Quanza, which meant that we would
have to wait for other accomodations, with
the promise that we were the first on
Cook's list if there was an opening, with
the next boat to leave the next day. On
that there was no room for a party as
large as ours, so we waited till the next
week when the same was the case. We had
arrived in Lisbon on December 8. We left
Lisbon six and one half weeks later on
January 22. I want to stop here long
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enough to say that the Lisbon Christian
folks treated us very nicely in every way.
Especially do I wish to mention a Mr.
Olvera who was acting as the minister in
a Brethren Church. Mr. Grancha attended
the Baptist Church but had organized what
he called the Circle, to help Missionaries
in transit through Lisbon with their luggage and other details. For example, all
foreigners are required to register every
fifteen days while in Portugal. We had
not known about this organization till on
the way, so did not take as full advantage
of the offer as we might have. I think the
missionaries that followed did.
After having lived right in the city for
about three and one half weeks we found
a summer resort where we were able to
secure reasonable rates and much better
surroundings, especiallv for the children,
so we moved out there for the rest of our
stay in Portugal. But we found the coldest
weather in Portugal that they had had for
about seventy five years. Fuel was very
scarce and expensive, so at the one place
where we were staying for a while it was
very cold. There was snow on the ground
and the temperature in the dining room,
while we were eating, was as low as only
about four or five degrees above freezing.
It was very hard with and on the children,
as well as the rest of us. But through it
all God kept us well. We know that there
were people behind praying for us.
We finally set sail on January 22 on a
freighter, the Cubango. We wanted to try
to change to a regular liner, which would
have been the same one that the Sisters
Wolgemuth and Hunt came on, but it did
not work out, I think principally because
of the shortage of space. Well any way
the food on the cargo boat was very good
comparatively speaking. But we were
crowded. Edna, Charlotte, Sister Winger
and I were in a one two-birth cabin. Edna
was on what was suppossed to be a bench,
and we made a bed on a couple suitcases
for Charlotte. It was a cargo boat, and
was very slow. We sat at Oporto from
Tuesday till the following Monday loading principally wines of different kinds.
During this time Brother Climenhaga and
Brother Ginder came up by train to see
us. Here in Oporto we met an Englishman,
Brethren Missionary, who during this war
lost his wife and seven children who were
on a ship that was sunk on her way from
Portugal to England loaded with women
and children. The poor man was heart
broken, but God had comforted him. He
told us that that was not nearly as hard
on him as it was when a local preacher in
whom he had placed much confidence was
found to be living in sin. That indicates
the victory that God had given him as
well as the way in which he weighed
values. God can help us even in the hard
places.
We set sail and after about fifteen days
arrived at the Isle of S. Tome, where we
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again went ashore, then on to Luanda. At
last, thirty one days after we left Lisbon,
we arrived at Lobito. The boat trip, although some what tiresome, was nice. We
ran into a little trouble in that we would
not drink wine. They could not understand how any American or English person
did not drink. They all drink. We were
in the same dining room with the captain,
and wine was very plentiful, especially
when there was a birthday. There were
only about fifteen passengers on a boat
that was equipped to carry twelve. We
carried our meat with us in the form of
live stock. They butchered beef, mutton or
poultry as the need arose. So we had
plenty of.fresh meat and it was all washed
under the salt water hose. At Luanda
where we were over a week-end, we found
an American Methodist Mission. They
were right on the edge of the town, on a
hill. The local authorities did not want
them there and were doing their best to '
dislodge them. They were told that if it
were not for international law they would
be forced to move. There was a R. Catholic
school being put up right beside them.
We were made very .thankful that we were
working in British territory, where the
government is favorable towards us. We
are indeed blest. Let us make the best of
our opportunities and spread the blessed
news.
It was with hearts full of gratitude that
we finally disembarqued at Lobito on
African'soil and realized that we had only
a train journey between ourselves and our
destination. But still there was plenty of
red tape, registering and looking after luggage as well as other things in a country
where very few could speak the language
we speak. We arrived in Lobito on Thursday. As soon as we learned the train connections we wired Brother Brubaker as to
our date of arrival. Then we prepared to
board the.train on Saturday evening. We
had secured a compartment with six berths
for the five of us. The weather, which had
been so depressingly hot for some time
day and night, as it is in the tropics at sea
level, soon became cooler as we ascended
onto the plateau. Our trip was quite pleasant and uneventful through Angola. They
had natives for engine drivers, and burned
wood in the engine. When we got to the
border we hurried back to the luggage
van to give orders that our luggage was to
be put back on the train. After travelling
on that train Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, we finally arrived at Elizabethville
on Wednesday at about 12 o'clock. Here
we began to look for a hotel but Wednesday afternoon was the Hotel's half holiday
and at many places no recognition could
be received. Finally we decided on the
Grand Hotel, which was at least grand in
name and price. But we were glad for
that good a place at which to stay.
After getting a few things lined up we
were aboard our train for Bulawayo
•r

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

(13)

333

Thursday morning at 9:30 and soon speed- to go to U. S. until we returned. God had
ing South. This compartment was also a , cared for us all during that time, and we
six berth one, but had the advantage over are still depending on Him to lead us and
the first in that this one had a wash bowl guide us in our work here.
in it. As we entered Rhodesia we again
From the time we arrived at Lobito we
had some things to take care of, but the began to get letters of welcome. A letter
advantage now was that we had a language was handed to us from the Sikalongo
in common, which was really a relief after teachers. And from the other Missionaries
three months with foreigners. On Friday who were not able to be at the train, there
at the station before Choma the Sikalongo were letters. Then from some of the other
workers boarded the train to ride with us natives. In fact there was great rejoicing,
to Choma where we met the Macha work- as it had been so many years since any
ers. They were all there to see us pass new workers had arrived. There are many
through, as it was the first time that the of these natives who really appreciate what
missionaries in the North had had the thj? home church is doing in sending out
privilege of seeing outcoming workers
missionaries and helping the work of the
first. It was good to see them after not
Lord along in this land. Some whose chilhaving seen any of our folks, except Brothdren are leaving home, to go on to school,
er Climenhaga and Brother Ginder for
or to go other places, are beginning to
over three months. They also brought us
realize that it means to you parents who
some good home cooked food, a thing we
had missed for some time. We soon sped have to say good-bye to your child for
South again. We passed the Victoria Falls years, perhaps till we meet at Jesus' feet.
Although there are many things that we
at night, so did not get to see them.
would still like to see different, let me say
Saturday morning at about 8:15 finally God is working. It was three weeks later
saw us pulling into Bulawayo where many that the rest of the party arrived in Bulaof the missionaries were gathered to meet wayo. We thank God for all of our safe
us. It was a joyful meeting after such a arrivals.
long time on a trip that normally takes
It was our privilege to go to Mtshabezi
about a month. It was an especially joy- Mission for a couple months, where I held
ful meeting for the Brubaker family, after my first revival service in this country and
parents and children had been separated was able to do it in the language, for
for nearly two years. We were certainly which I thank the Lord. I was also able
glad to meet with my parents. Yes, there to help my father with a few things at
were tears of joy as we met, and we thankthe mission. Board meeting came about
ed God for all His goodness to us. Through
a month after our arrival and we were
the whole trip God had blessed us all with
placed up here where we are busy at the
remarkably good health. Except for colds,
language a s well as trying to get other
there was very little other ailment. The
things lined up. The Bible says the first
sisters Wolgemuth and Hunt beat us to
the Bulawayo station, by a little over an shall be last and the last first so it seems
hour. Having secured a faster boat, even in this case. We who were first to leave
though they left Lisbon after we did and the States are the last to take over rehad to go round to Beira, they beat us to sponsibility and Sister Moyer who was last
Bulawayo. It was a little over ten years to leave was the first to get to her place
from the time a group of Christian young of labour to take over after the board
folks had sung at that same station "God meeting.
As Brother Brubaker wrote some time
is still on the throne," as we pulled out
ago, we are expected to replace Brother
and Sister Eyer here at Macha. They expect to leave here in December some time.
The Master's Harvest
Will you please pray for us here, that
God may have his way in everything that
The harvest yield is plentiful,
is done here. Without His help we can do
The laborers are few.
nothing. There is much work to be done.
I hear the Master challenge us
Travelling is still hard. Please pray for
To do what we can do.
the other workers who are looking this
0 why should we be idle then,
way.
Why from this task refrain
May God bless each one of us and keep
When our good Master needs us all
us all true till he comes.
To help to glean His grain.
Your Co-labourers,
Bert and Frances Winger
He has a work we each can do
He needs us every one
There is much labor yet to do
Before His work is done.
Then let us to His harvest go
And labor for the King.
A good reward He holds in store
For every sheaf we bring.
•—Selected.

The holy people are in perfect unity
of the Spirit, though they may differ on
non-essentials; but water and oil will not
mix.
The true way to overcome evil is to
melt it by fiery coals of gentleness.
•—Alex. MacLaren.
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Our Sunday Schools
This Department, conducted by the General S. S. Board, appears in the first issue of each month.
All material for this Dept. should be sent to C. W. Boyer, Sec'y. 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5, O.

between 1926 and 1936. The retrograde
movement was reported in forty-two states
and in all the larger denominations except
Arthur H. Smith
one." One major denomination lost 34
per cent, another 29 per cent, another 23
The downward broadway is the easy way
per cent, another 17 per cent, and so on.
to go. Sunday schools of America, are
The reports of the last three or four years
we willing to climb the high roads with
seem more favorable but, speaking gena spiritual
challenge?
erally, the church schools have been declining.
E have been considering recently some
It is necessary to seek the causes of this
of the problems of the church school,
decline.
The most important and great
all of them of interest and importance.
The subject given above is the most ser- cause of the decline in the Sunday schools
is, in our judgment and that of many
ious problem of all.
church leaders, secularism. At the great
»
In considering this problem, which is
foreign missions conference at Jerusalem,
national in its scope, we must face the fact
several years ago, earnest and prolonged
of the decline in interest a>nd in numbers
attention was given to secularism as a
in the Sunday church schools. This is
grave peril to the Christian church and
evidenced by the decline in enrollment
missions. The term refers to that which
and attendance in the course of the last
"pertains to this present world or things
twelve years. The Sunday school reached
not religious, spiritual or holy; relating
its high tide in the nation twenty or twentyto or concerned with, temporal as distinfive years ago. Then the reduced interest
guished from eternal, interests" (Webster).
began to appear. This decline was most
Or, to use a more common and better
apparent in the decade of the thirties, as
shown by government reports, though these understood term, it is worldliness which
reports improved by the last of that per- exalts this world instead of God, material
iod. These losses, however, had a tragic things and self instead of spiritual things.
It stresses the appeal of money, property,
and sinister meaning.
An editorial in the Sunday School Times
of June 6, 1942, told of the World's SunDON'T FORGET
day School Convention held in Tokyo in
1920. It said that the Japanese hosts were
i i
"enthusiastic in their welcome" and that
the convention made a deep impression
on that nation. Then "a special embassy
was sent by the Japanese government to
study our religion and ascertain whether pleasure, sports, movies, self-indulgence,
it was 'the secret of America's greatness.' " the lure of the world; and it leads inevitBut the Japanese found the vast majori- ably and directly to religious indifference,
ty of the Americans neither in the church lack of interest in the Christian gospel,
nor in the Sunday school. They found no lessened respect for the Christian Sunday
religion in the schools, and no parallel and the church, with no regard for spiritto the sacred altars and shrines in their ual things, and then, decreased attendance
homes. The Sunday school demonstration at church and school.
in Tokyo was not substantiated by SunAlong with this cause is the growing
day school interest and support in Ameri- unbelief, not always professed or acknowlca, so the embassy returned with this edged, but a practical unbelief evidenced
tragic report of their investigation. .
by the lowered life and character. These
are the causes of the decline of the church
"While education, commerce, and in-.
schools and they come from without,
dustry have been developed in a wonderful
bringing deep concern to many faithful
degree in the United States, there is litpastors and superintendents.
tle evidence that the Christian religion is
regarded as important by most of the peoWhat can we do about it? What is the
ple." Had the Japanese found the Sunday remedy for our declining schools? No
school as well attended and supported as mechanical remedy will do it; it must be
•the public schools, perhaps there would spiritual. The church must be aroused and
have been a different story to tell on the have a spiritual awakening, with a new
turbulent waters of the Pacific today." The enduement of power by the Holy Spirit.
editorial continues, "But there has been The call comes to repent of our sins as
a disastrous retreat in Sunday school individual believers, of our sins as a naforces in recent years. According to gov- tion, of our sins of neglect and omission
ernment statistics, there have been appal- as a church. Let us be much in prayer
ling losses in Sunday school enrollment for the divine help and grace. We need

The Declining School
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a revival of personal zeal, of personal evangelism to win the lost and to bring back
the indifferent. Seek the unsaved among
your neighbors and those who work beside
you in the shop, the store, or the office.
Organize for it and go after those who
are not in any Sunday school and bring
them in.
Strive to improve the school and to
make it attractive. Seek a better teaching
staff if it is needed, and pray and plan for
the worship periods, that they may bring
inspiration and blessing through the spirit
of reverence and devotion and thus of real
worship. Above all, seek some way to
make your own contribution toward the
building up of the school.
—The Parish School.

Conquering Weeds of
Absenteeism
Pauline T.

Stephens

HE growth of the weeds of absenteeism
is insidious at first, and it may be barely susceptible to the teachers and officers.
With certain tools like good leadership,
appropriate equipment and plenty of determination, the routing of this enemy
may be complete. With the weeds out of
the way, the crop itself may grow.
Organization for efficiency is the first
tool to be used in uprooting absenteeism.
Teachers should not have a greater number of pupils than they can handle, certainly never more than ten or a dozen up
through the Intermediate department. Under various conditions and working with
the personnel of some localities, there
might be reason for even smaller classes.
Only continued vigilance can keep a
weed-proof organization. It is not a wheel
that keeps turning once it is set in motion,
but is one that must be given pushes all
along the way. An example of slackening
in vigilance was the Intermediate Department of which Mr. S— was superintendent.
The teacher of a girls' class became ill
and was forced to resign. There were only
a few regular attendants in the class, so
Mr. S— combined it with another class
which had only a few pupils. What were
the results? Just this: within a short time
both classes combined had fewer attendants
than either of the classes originally had.
Combining classes hastens, rather than retards, the spread of absenteeism. Yet what
tool might be used besides good organization?

T

Visits into the homes is one of the tools
used in this task.
Visiting is the practical application of
spiritual truths. The first part of the week
is the best time to visit an absentee. One
teacher let four Sundays pass before visiting an absent pupil, only to find that he
had been in bed with a broken leg for all
four Sundays.
A comprehensive attentiveness to records,
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is another good tool for rooting out the
weeds of absenteeism.
There is, in some places, a feeling that
records are being stressed too much. Records alone can be overstressed, but records rightly used are forceful means to
an important end. Records are a map to
be followed. In the classes and in the department the report is a challenge. It
should be presented with appreciation for
the high points and enthusiasm for raising the low points. It tells the teacher
where he is and what he should be doing.
The record is the microscope which may
be used to discover all the infectious
places. Therefore, one of the most important tools in digging out roots of absenteeism is the record.
Trained, spiritual teachers are the supreme tool in rooting out absenteeism.
This means teachers who are thoroughly imbued with a desire to teach spiritual
truths, teachers who are willing to expend
time and brain power in Bible study, and
teachers who are enthusiastic enough to
carry out a constructive teaching ana visiting program.
Good teachers are gems of the highest
caliber. They are priceless. Good teachers see a single absence from Sunday
school as something tremendously important, and they know that the best teaching
is done when every pupil is present. Good
teachers are hopeful, looking always for
results from sincere effort.
They are fervent in. imparting "the story," and they are of unlimited patience.
Good teachers are willing to make personal sacrifices to do their class work and to
be at their classes when they convene.
Good teachers feel repaid in the results at
tained.
If our Sunday school classes are to be
"all-out" for spiritual uplift,
someone
must uproot the weeds of absenteeism.
Someone must be willing to find the tools,
then dig and dig and dig. Are you and
you willing to be one of those who dig?
—The Children's
Worker.

"Switch Moments"
WOMAN of middle age showed her pastor a treasured letter which had been
written more than thirty years before by
a Sunday-school teacher of her girlhood.
It entreated the young woman to make the
great decision—or "The Great Acceptance." Said this Christian mother: "I
made it then, and have rejoiced ever
since." Her faith had stood the test of a
generation, and had enabled her to meet
well the responsibilities of domestic life
and motherhood.
"Now and then an accident happens on
a railway which has only one explanation," said an engineer. "The man in
charge of the levers failed at the proper
moment to guide the wheels of the train
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onto a safe siding, or, having set the
switch for a previous train, he failed to
change it."
"Switch moments" there are in the life
of youth. The prompt, careful, and tactful appeal of the Sunday-school teacher
at an opportune moment may lead the
boy or girl onto the track of Christian
service which guides to life eternal. When
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman became a preacher of eminence, he used to give the credit
for his conversion to the teacher who
made her appeal to him on that eventful
day. It was a "switch moment" in Dr.
Chapman's life, and was often referred to
as the "Happy Day" on which his choice
was made for Christ.
"The greatest influence on my own life
as a boy was made by the helpfulness and
understanding interest of my Sundayschool teacher," said a prominent attorney
in qentral New York during a Rally Day
address. He also added that he regarded
the work of teaching a class every Sunday in the school of his own church as
one of his most important activities. His
youthful life had been placed on the right
track at the crucial period, and he bore a
glad testimony to an alert and prayerful
teacher.
The task of the teacher should be approached with preparation and prayer.
The teacher is dealing with destiny. Is it
not a fact that more generally and systematically the workers in the Sunday school
are endeavoring to secure allegiance to
our Lord now than they have ever done?
Today the importance of "switch moments" in young lives is surely being emphasized more and more fully than ever
before.
What a responsibility rests upon the
teacher of youth! He is at the switch and
must be mindful of his obligation.
Some Sunday, teacher, probably some
Decision Day, you will be confronting
"switch moments" in the lives of your
boys and girls. You will be the person
"in charge of the levers." How very happy you will be if, at the proper moment,
you can see the lives move forward on the
right track! Later they may pass from
your vision, but forever you will rejoice
in the thought that you led them Christward.
.
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The Influence of the
Sunday School
Joshua
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men, educators, lawyers and politicians
should give their moral endorsement and
encouragement. All people, whether Christians or sinners, should attend Sunday
School regularly with their children.
In a certain State Penitentiary where
there were over 900 boys and men, upon
investigation it was discovered that only
ten of the whole number claimed that they
had attended Sunday School as boys. Only
85 said they went irregularly, and 809 said
they never went to Sunday School.
The Police Captain in New York City,
some years ago, said on one occasion, " I n
25 years I never had a man or woman
brought up for trial that I did not ask
the question, 'Did you attend Sunday
School?' Not one attended regularly."
A Police Captain examined 12,562 prisoners in a midwest city and only one was
a Sunday School member.
A great Judge, when trying a boy of sixteen years of age for keeping some money
which he found, said this to his father
and mother, "You ought to have kept
this boy in Sunday School. Never have I
known a boy to be charged with crime in
this court who has attended Sunday
School. Sunday School boys do not come
here. I never expect to have one."
The Chief of Detectives in a western
city once said to 1,200 men at a great
banquet, "Men, take your boys to Sunday
School. Do not send them. Take them,
or we, the officers of the law, will take
them to the penitentiary."
During this last generation fathers and
mothers have greatly failed God and also
their children. When parents slip away
from God and the church, their children
will slip away from God much more. Parents fail and make a sad mistake when
they do not go to Sunday School, but
merely send their children. Many do not
even send them to Sunday School. This
is a spiritual crime and is the means of
many young people committing crime in
the streets. When children are sent, they
go only as long as they have to go. When
the girls become about sixteen years of
age they drop out, and the boys at fifteen.
Seldom are these -recovered and brought
back into the SuK-ray School. Parents
then have little control over them for they
themselves have not lived righteously. The
remedy is for parents to become godly,
then take their children and allow them
to grow up under high ideals and holy
principles. A family altar needs to be
erected and all go to church and Sunday
School regularly.—Selected.
> mtm

HE Sunday School has had a much
greater influence for good and helped
to safeguard more young people than we
realize. The Sunday School is worthy of
more credit and praise than it receives.
Ministers, Christian workers and parents
should give it a greater spiritual and financial backing; and business men, police
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"The Sunday school is an important factor in the development of character in
youth to enable them to take their proper
places in society. The Sunday school affords religious training for the children.
attending the public schools, where, as a
policy of the state, no religious training
is given."—S. S. Times,
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SIMPLE METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY
•
often we have been asked to sugQ.UITE
gest ways of simple Bible study and
while we have often given such suggestions
and hints, they nevertheless are scattered
and of no real value as they are not obtainable in print. At the suggestion of a
friend and student of the Word, we offer
the following in the hope that many will
be benefited and a greater interest in Bible study encouraged. The Bible is indeed a living book and indeed practical
for daily living.
In beginning our study of the Bible we
should first of all seek to become acquainted with the story of the book or chapter
and keep in mind that with the opening
pages of Genesis is begun a series of events
in the progress of the Kingdom of God.
In the study of the Bible biographies the
book will at once become a great storehouse of treasure if we consider each Bible character as revealing in some measure
the character plans and need of God as
He dealt with men; so far as sound warrant existed, for accounting persons to be
typical; and as vivid illustrations in the
sphere of right and wrong. I studied
Scripture as revelation, in the sense of
I Corinthians 2:9, 10.
I think I shall never forget the delight
of the discovery that all Scripture is one
consistent and progressiva revelation. That
there is not a revealed truth in the Bible
which is not conformed to this law. Somewhere, every truth of revelation has its
point of first emergence—e. g., redemption
in Genesis 3:15; sacrifice in Genesis
3:21—and that invariably from that point,
by many pens, in many ages, that truth is
developed into fulness. That, arranged
chronologically, the successive writers take
up the revelation at the precise point where
their predecessors l e f f ^ , never recurring
to a more primary or elementary form of
the revelation.
With that discovery began a new study
of the entire Bible, up°Jt the method thus
indicated. I sought fo*. 'the germ of every
truth, doctrine, revelation, and traced it
patiently through the books. To illustrate:
If we open our Bible at the first chapter
and first verse, we read, "In the beginning
God—". The Bible is, then, primarily a
revelation of God. And the revelation begins with a name—Elohim—God. The
names of Deity are the names of definite
meaning. I ascertained these meanings; I
took them up in the precise order of their
occurrence, and lo! the higher critical notions of the way the Pentateuch came to
be vanished into a mist of words. The
order was precisely, scientifically, logically, progressive from the simple to the complex.
I am still studying Scripture, as a reve-

•

lation that way, and with even-increasing
wonJer, awe, delight.
To set in order, however, my methods:
1. I study the Bible for my own growth
and blessing. "The husbandman that labo'reth must be first partaker of the fruits."
To be comes, in the logic of God, before
to do. The divine order is given in Colossians 1:9, 10: "That ye might be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work." To know, in order to walk, in
order to work: that is God's order.
I speak with much diffidence of my
method of study for soul growth, because
none can know so well as I how scanty
are the results. However, this is my method:
(1) I study the great passages which
present the perfected character. The blessed man in the first Psalm; the blessed
character set forth in the beatitudes; the
love character of I Corinthians 1 3 ; the
nine lovely fruits of the Spirit in Galatians
5:22-36; the graces of II Peter 1:5-9. How
it may be with others, I know not; but to
me these passages are inexpressibly humbling and convictive. (2) I study again
and again the prayers of Paul for the
saints. Here is the true desire of the Spirit for us whom He indwells. In too many
of us, He must, alas! express these things
with "groanings which cannot be uttered."
"In Paul's prayers the groanings become
articulate.
To what serene heights they
lift the soul! And every one of these
glorious blessings is obtainable.
Inspired

He Giveth More Grace
Annie Johnson

Flint

He giveth more grace when the burdens
grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours
increase,
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.
When we have exhausted our store of endurance.
When our strength has failed 'ere the day
is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded
resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.
His love has no limit, His grace has no
measure
His power no boundary known unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.
•—Selected.

October 8, 1945
prayers are no mockery. Indeed are they
already ours by title (Eph. 1:3) and need
but'the grasp of appropriating faith. Take,
for example, that golden stairway of seven
steps into all the fulness of God, Ephesians
3:14-19. (3) I dwell much upon the offices of the Spirit as indwelling the believer, and look narrowly to the conditions
of His abiding fulness.
2. I study the New Testament critically. Every day, if possible, I take some
great pivotal passage—often but one verse
—and run down the central words in the
Greek, using lexicons, critical commentaries, scholarly independent translations,
versions, and paraphrases. Let me say, for
the benefit of my brethren who know no
Greek, that a very little study of that language will enable them to use the critical
helps in word study. Let them learn the
alohabet, the syllabication, and transliteration (i. e., turning the word into its English form), and they may gather great
riches. There is an indescribable sense of
taste and savor of the words after such
study of them.
3. I study the books of the Bible. The
Bible was built up book-wise. It is the
law of its structure. The first rule of any
kind of objective study is to obey the law
of the structure. A crystal is not buill
like an apple, nor an apple like an orange,
nor an orange like a tree. So the Bible,
being one book made up of many books,
is to be studied book by book. That is the
analytic way. And within the books themselves are lines of cleavage which yield a
secondary analysis into sections; and these
again fall into parts. The ideas of the
books are thus arranged by the Spirit, and
we do well to observe that arrangement.
4. I check and verify my results by
study of the books of spiritually minded
men of learning and depth. It is foolish
to depend upon these sources, ignoring the
immediate teaching of the Spirit; for at
last we only really know what we have
been taught of God. But it is equally
foolish and conceited to take no account
of what God, the Spirit, has taught the
wise and humble men, who in Augustine's
phrase, "have not been light of heart."—
The scriptures are more easily interperted
if we keep in mind that in the Counsels
of God there is a divine plan, for every
age and that all the races of men are included in His redemptive scheme. Therefore the book has a definite message to
each individual. Let us then keep in mind
that the book is a record of facts. Promises
lending themselves easily to the following
classifications, any or all of which the
reader may rote if the passage is carefully
studied and the classification noted. Jot
these down on the margin or note book
as they are discovered in the passage.
Commands, Exhortations, Promise, Parable. Types, Warning, Prayer, Prophecy,
and Doctrine.—Selected and Adapted.

